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The PREFACE. 


E. teach our Families in our 1 Cates 1 
cbiſm, 1. That the Written Word of God 
is the only Rule to direct us how to glorify GOD, | 
2. 2. 2. That Jeſus Chriſt executes the Office * 
« King to his Church, in Ruling it, Q. 26, He 
alone — ting and enforcing his own Ordinances. 4 
3. That we ave to receive, obſerve, and keep pursg 
and entire all his appointed Worſhip, Q. 5,1% 
In explaining this Catechiſm, to the weak, it ſeems,” \ 
ed needful, to help their Underſtanding of this Part 4 
alſo, that they may ſearch the Scriptures, and judaa 
whether we have taught them the Way of God, 
and ſo continue to worſhip the God vf wen 
thers, or may chuſe another way. +, 
Mauch Zeal we find is now employ'd, to get 120 
ther Form of Worſhip, and Diſcipline receius 
by all Proteſtants. We who think that Form noe 
Scriptural,orght in Conſcience to train up t our own, 
to know, and keep that which we Judge, and any” 4 
fairbful Witneſſes of Chriſt ever ſince the: Ble 
Ke formation, judged, to be the Way, of the wy 
pho" it may be deſpiſed, unfaſhionable, or; va 
where ſpoken againſt, as was the way of God 
Act. xxviii. 22. No Contradiction ſhould mope wp 
from the way of God's Teſtimon es, Plal. cxix 23 
24» leſt we be chargeable for pleaſing Men mares 
| than God. Its a Law of Wiſdom, that we g 
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- V. Ok Novelty and Schiſm charged on ſuch as 
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. ours, Prov. Xxii. 6. So aid our Father A- 


- braham trach all h Houſe, Gen. xviii. 19. Ours 
are no leſs concern'd to prove all/ Things, and 
hold faſt that which is good; This fothful," cre- 


dulous Age goes beck apate to implicit Faith, and 


| blind Obedience; few are humbly enquiring the Rea- 
E - fons of theReformation,as the late Generation did; 


And will not ſuch a People in a Day of Tryal,be care 
ry'd Ike the old Gentiles, juſt as they were led, 


ICor. xii. 2. But while God's Oracles are yet in our 
Handi, it behoves us to conſult them more and 


more, to dig for Wiſdom in that Mine; that wo 


q may underſtand the Fear of the Lord, and find 
the Knowledge of God, Prov. ii. 4, 5. or un- 


derſtand every good Path, ver. 9. Do fo then, 


+ good Peader. Take faſt hold of Inſtruction, let 
her not go, keep her, for ſhe is thy Life, Prov: | 
"Iv. 13. The Words of the Scriptures adduted in 
this Diſcourſe are for Brevity not ſet down 1, but 
thou wilt be wiſe according to what is written, 
Fun to every Text, and weigh the reaſoning from 
tit; and then ſtand in awe, and fin not. The 
j at rouches on theſe few Heads. 


of GOD's Worſhip, and its eſtabliſhed Rule. | 
Ot humane Additions to Divine Rule, or other” 


Alteration 


Gk Will-Worſhip, of divers ſorts. 
Of ſome * — Devices about Publick Prayes 
+ and Sacraments. 


teje&t thoſe Devices. 
VI Of Occaſional Compliance to humane Impoti- 
BY tiom. N 
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J. Of GOD" s Worſhip, and the RULE of 1. 4 
5 | 


O whom is Religious Worſhip RG" ? | 1 
A. Not to the higheſt or beft of the Crees E 
tures in Heaven or Earth, but to the true Gos 
"Wow the Father, _ and Holy Ghoſt, ſee Iſai. xlii. 8. : 
nw: Iv. 10. 'Only roud Devil deſires to be wer- 
ſhip ed, Matth. iv 9. Nen his eldeſt Son, he grand Anti- 
chfiſt, 2 Theſſ. ii. 4. who is that Bea ſet up by che Dra- 
gon, with his — Authorit ty, to be worſh1 ipped, Rev. xis, 
2, 4, 8. but holy Angels are humble Worſhippers of dur 
great Go, ah rofaſecieg be worthipped” y us, theix 
ellow-Servants, Rev. Xix. 10. No doubt, ſo would the | yJ 
Virgin Mary, and all Saints, as Peter and Paul did, at + 
> Q * 35 1 
11 Go be worſbi ed nful Men? 02 | 

1, Ha unf infinite Perſectioũs am th to own, ad- 

* 450 adore him, Exod. xxxiv. 6, 8. and there is none 
Ke compare with GOD All-ſuffcient, Pſal. Ixxxix. 6, 1 1 

U. XV. 3 2. 13. 

2. As? 1 his Secular Right and Honour to have Dos | 
minion over our Actions, ſo he has declar d his Pleaſure 
herein, in the firſt and ſecond Commandments. and Dan. 
vi. 1 17. | 44 : 

3. Ot entire and neceſſarp!D endance on him, and 
his fi ingular Benefits to us, in our Creation, Preſervation, * 
Redemption and Salvation by Jeſus Chriſt, laudly cal us. 
to ſuch Duty, Rev. iv. 8, 10, 11. -- v. I, 12, 14. 

What ir it for us to worſhip G'op | 9. 057 
4. Tol honour and reverence: his moſt excellett Mas | 


jeſty, and bumbly to attend os in-ſuch As 
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E-vour, Pal. ckvi. 16, 17, 19. Heby. Xu. 28. cven Angel 
4 ih, aa Uſt, but hearken to the Voice vf bis Word, 
2 P/al. Cl11, 20, 21. | : L 
Q. How then muſt we worſhip God? - _ 
| A. 1. Not with our Bodies only, but Spirits, as ſuiteth 
his Spiritual Nature, Job. iv. 23, 24. ä 
2, Not by our wanton Fancy, but ſtrictly and awfully 
adhering to his Direction, leſt he ſay to us, who requir d 
© *#bis? lia. i. 12. Thus his People did all Things about 
© His Tabernacle, as the Lord commanded Moſes, Exod. 
E  XXX1xX. 42. ſo did his Son on Earth, Hebr. x. 7. and all in 
Heaven do bis Mill alone, Matth. vi. He beſt knows 
what Service becomes his Preſence, and values not the 
pompous, ſtately, or coſtly Offerings which he directed 
ot, Mic. vi. 6, 7, 8. ett <5 20 
Heu do we knxv what Service will pleaſe Gov? 
,:4 No Man could know that, but by Gop's revealing 
his own Will, P/al. exlvii. 19, 20. every equal Maſter 


: doth ſo to his Servants, that they may know and do; and 
che _ Servant asks, Lord, what wilt thou have me 
dete do? N 2 


thing more than what Go p require? 
1. In ſome Caſes it is ſo: and Gop preſcribing Sa- 
Fries to . left room alſo for their free-will Of- 
ferings and Vows : we alſo, on ſpecial Occaſions may 
do well to [preſent unto Gop ſomewhat extraordinary 
Act. iv. 34˙ | | | eu bs 


© add to God's Laws, and bind himſelf or others to 
what God never requir d. That which is not Obedi- 
m, n, not an acceptable Worſhip, 1 Sam: xv. 22. Let 


owes" Underſtanding, but fear the Lord, and depart 
Evil, . "apa 2 fie is greatl to be rd above 
Ge ande honour him moſt, by deepeſt Humility, 
1 C. bis Word, Iſa. Ixvi. 2. Iii 2 4 

non any bert fixed a Rule of bis Mor- 
2 Yes, or there would be no Harmony therein: And, 
. Ilie ingraſted Law of Nature binds us all to know 
. him as Go, and our G ob, to — 
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e Obadience; as himſelf preſcribes us, in bope of hb Ef- 


B., doth it not ſcem kind and commendable, to do 


po Maa then be wile in his own Eyes, or lean to bis 
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Job, XXIi. 22. 


tainly taught to — after the Fa thoꝰ not A. 2 

recorded: and the: Law of. weekly Sabbath: and 

that, the Law of Moſes. 4 

Q. Morat Laws are eternally obliging : 5 bet are . + 4 
_ Inſlitutions ſo unalterable ? | 


4. 1. No Joubt, the Moſt High may alter his Orders. 
to his Servants, as he ſees fit. 


2. Some of his Commands were given for tempor = 
Reaſons, and ſuch he hath alter'd. RY 4 
As, r. That Command in Paradiſe, about be c es 4 
ceaſed, when that State of Man ceaſeds: 27% 5 1 
2. The Ceremonial Law and Prieſthood ceaſe * the 4 
time of Reformation, Hebr, viii. 13. -- Ix. 10, 25, 264M 1 

x might not be diſuſed, till the Subſtance of thols'T 
| was come, and Son of of G 2 e reveal YN 
Father, Hebr. i. 142. — 356. WF 4 
3. The poſitive. Ordinandes of the New Teſtament; if 
the ſame ſupreme Lawgiver might alter or aboliſh, if he 4 
pleaſed ; but We are afured, he will not, till his ſecbhd ö 
Coming, Matth. xx viii. 20. 1 Cor Xi. 26. Therefore, th 
we expect meliorating Changes yet in the e ol 
Church, by more abundant pouring out of the Spi 2 — 3 

conclude, that in the New Tellament, "Chriſt has 16 __ 
tled his Woritiip and Ordinances, as 'the muſt 
the End of this orld, Rev. Xxii. 18, 19. 
Q; Will Men in the viſible Church attempt era 
tion of God's Eftabliſbment in Religion? 4X 
A. Yes; alas! vain. Man would ſtill-be ſo Wir as 0 a] 
—— Times and Laws, Dan! vii. 25. Thus the: 
ſpeaks expreſly, 1 Tim. iv. 1, 2. 2: Tcbeſſ- ii. 4, 5. and this 
is that which diſturbs the Church, that every Fool ail! 
neuling, tho“ Man is fo dark and weak in the Things 
at that he is no ſafe Guide to himſelf ar ethers. Laney 
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© geed; much Defetence is due to the Aged, with whom is 


fore, he expreſly forbids us to be ruled by the Elders, 
Ezek. 2 15. and calls all their Wiſdom vain Deceit, 
Col. ii. 8, 18, 23. Yea, and tho? ſome of their Traditions 
are not expreſly contrary to his, Chriſt ſays, God's Com- 
mand is tranſgreſſed thereby, Matth. xv. 3. which ſurely 
might bridle the moſt fond and audacious from buſying 
> their little Wits in this Matter. | 
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er Aaditions to the Divine Rule. 


1 Q. WEE * E. muſt G OD's People ſolemnly worſhip 
48 Him : 7% $4) £8 | 1038 
A. In holy Aſſemblies, which may be held in any de- 
cent or convenient Places, like the Fewviſh Synagogues; 
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W 'W hat Worſbip muſt there be offered to G op? 
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Word, Deut. v. 32. Matth. xxviii. 20. for he accepts no 
Service, but what he preſcribed, Fer. xix. 5. Matth. 

—_— 7 pr 19757 1 Docs ER 

Q. Doth G o D bind us from obſerving in his 
E. tbe Cuſtoms, Traditions, and Commands of 


e ric good e er whe 
but the Great King ſhould give Orders to his own Court 
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mud Sggyants* Jeſus Chriſt is the only Lawgiver, and 
Head bis Church, Ia. xxxiii. 22. Epbeſ. v. 23. to him 
we be ſubject in his own Houſe, Pſal. xlv! 11. 


Hebr. s. as Chriſt himſelf was obedient to his Father: 
chat ſent him, Fob. vi. 05 Xii. 49. we have no Warrant 
worſhip Go p by a 

Fi mony. N f 1 4 111 5 24414 2 
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Wiſdom, hut the wiſeſt cannot mend G 0-p's Laws; there- 


u. of HUMANE INVENTIONS, 


-- for now all Places are alike Holy, Job. iv. 23. 1 Tim. 
r e | * 


Only ſuch Worſhip as GOD n in his ; 


ule of Man's Device, Fer. xxxii. 
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ber Harm can it be, to admit of Mens Addis , 
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A Familiar Enquiry. -9 4 
A. 1. We thereby ſeem to charge G oÞ fooliſhly, that 
in giving Laws or Rules for his Worſhip, he omitted 
what was needful to good Order. 23 
2. We exalt Man's Wiſdom to the Place and Autho- 
rity of God's, and (o provoke him to jealouſy, Exod. xx. 5, 
Since therefore he has leſt us perfect Direction, it becomes 
us to cleave to that alone, or hold faſt what we have ſo f 
received, 1 Tim. vi. 14. Rev. iii 25. . . 
Q. Why then did our Lord Jeſus bid bis Diſciples 7 
obſerve and do, whatever the Scribes fitting in Moles's * 
Chair, hid them, Matth. xxiii. 3. | + 
A. You muſt conſider the Scyibes either, | 3 
1, As the ordinary Interpreters of AMoſes's. Law; ank 
then, Whatever they taught and preached agreeable to ths 
LEY the People mult practiſe, tho' thoſe Teachers them?: 
elves would not do ſo, o. 4. OT,, ¶ 4% 
2. As Moſes was Lawgiver and Judge in Iſrael, Deut. 
. 5. their fitting in bis Charr, means their eser 
cifing Civil Authority in that Nation, wherein all muſt, 
own and ho1our them, as we ſtill ſubmit to lawtul Go?⸗- 
vernours, tho“ they ſhould be bad Men: But that 9 
way argues, that they or any others may command What? 
ever they lift in any Caſe, and much lefs in Rel % 
Theſe Doctors rejected Chriſt, in ſpight of . tulleſt. Ew 
dence of Moſes and he Prophets, and of his Dodtring 
and Miracles, and caſt out of the Church any that con- 
feſſed him; but fure, you cannot think that therefore he 
would have the People. disbelieve and renounce himſelf, 
nor obſerve their Traditioas, whom our Saviour calls 
blind Guides, Fools, Hypocrites, Serpents, and Vipers, wars 
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ing all to beware of their Doctrine, and declaring that 
Gop will root them out; ſee Matth. xv. 13. -- xVL $i 
—xxiii. 14, 16, 17. No Man in his right Mind, can 1mas 
Piu that Chriſt bid the People truſt cheir Souls io ſuch 
aſtors, meerly becauſe they were in Office: Nay, the. 
Voice from Heaven requir'd all Men to. hear tha. Sow 
G 0D, tho' be was diſowned by the Chief-Prieſts, Matt 
xvii. 5. or by the Scribes fitting in Moſes's Chair: He was © 
the Stone whom thoſe Builders rejetted: we therefore can- 
not obſerve and do whatever ſuch Men bid u. 
Q. What is the firſt great Principle of nat conform © 


1 29 


to Mens Injunctions in Religion? R 
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100 4 Familiar Enquiry, 

1 A. The aſſerting of Gop's high Prerogative, and ſole 
Dominion over Mens Souls and Conſciences; this Glory 

of Sovereignty he will not give to another, Iſai. xlii. 8. 


We theretore may not do it, ſor any Fear or Reward ; 
when Gop preſcribes a Rule of Worſhip, and Men add 


wp their Poſts by his Poſt, Ezek. xliii. 7, 8. And is not 
that the Iniquity which he will reprove, Prov. Xxx 6. 
Rev. xx1. 18. 
2 What is the Influence and Service of this Principle 
to real Religion? 11 „ IN ISO. 
5 A. Very much; for all the Practice of Religion is re- 
ſolw' d into this one Principle, The Fear or Acve of Go p, 
urging to keep his Commandment, Eccleſ. xii. 13. 101 
+ Cx1. 10. preſerve but that Reverence of the moſt mY in 
Mens Minds, and they'll! tremble at his Word, and | 
do it as a wiſe and perfect Rule: Twill cure their licen- 
tious Eoldneſs in all Cafes, and bar the Door againſt 
ty or Modefty of Min, and the Purity of Religion are 
ſecured together: We muſt never dictate to him, but 
1 * Man to G,o p's Throne, char Pre ſumption ſtunns the 
Donſcience that was tender, and hardens the Face by 
CY Degrees to venture on any Evil ; and from oy OOPS 
ro ſome Impolitions of Men, it grows bold or baſe, t. 
crouch unto any other. It proceeds from vain Will- 
Worſhip to 1 hen enforced or excuſed 
by ſome fair Pleas: The Conſcience thus inured to bow 
down will grow flaviſh and ſtupid: Every ſorry Reafon 
will content it, for vicafing-Mes, and courting Safety. 
Here is the very Root of Apoſtacy, and odious Luke- 
arinneſs, while Satan is peverting all! Things, and 
reing his Man of Sin. Eit 
Go vp exclude all Mens Deviations from Divine Rule, or 
eee noſe d lll. 
2, What need is there to be ſo very jealous of Man's 
” meadling even in ſmall Matters? © 
= A. There is no End of his Vanity and Audacity in mul- 
| tiplying Inventions, Ecclef. vii. 29. Deut. xxxi1. 17. Hoſe 
VII. 11. x. 1. his'Conceit is ſtill meditating new Ways 


1 Mithin ſome certain Bounds; and thoſe are God's Mo- 


another, they ſeem to invade. his Peculiarity, and to ſet 


ecp 


roud Innovations: So the Honour of Go p, the umi- . 


arn of him : But if 'once we quit that Ground, and let 


r we mult in reverence to 


of pretended Devotion: Therefore he muſt | be kept 
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4 Familiar Enquiry, 1 
ral and Poſitive Laws. He will not have bis Fear to le 
taught by Precept of Men, Iſai. xxix. 13. Even in Para- 
diſe, and before the Fall, Gop never truſted. Man to 
be his ewn Guide; but to the Law that was written 
in his Heart he added poſitive Revelation, and there 
limited or reſtrained Man, that he ſhould not eat of every _ 
Tree that pleaſed his Eye; and ſo he doth ever ſince, 
Deut. xii. 8. Go p gave Adam a bare Prohibition, add- 
ing no Reaſon for it: Adam by his Practice then ſaid, 
no, but I will know a Reaſon, elſe I will not be ke 
from this Tree; ſo he tranſgreſſed: Here was the En” | 
trance, and the Irruption of boundleſs Pride, which is 
checked and condemned by Go p's Poſitive Laws about 
his Worſhip. Man would be wiſe in his own Eyes: 
Go binds him up to his Revealed Will, becauſe his own 
Light is not ſufficient to be his Guide, in all Things ; and 
Man muſt do homage to Gop by ſubmitting to his po- 
fitive Orders, and adhering to them meerly becauſe they - 
are his; and fo we honour him as our only Lord, and 
may not conſent that any ſhould rival him. This would 
bar the Door againſt all Corruptionns. 
Q. Of what Uſe is this Principle, when Corruptions 
are entered? | 1 | 3 
A. Very much in that Caſe too; for thence we have 
the true Meaſure and Rule of Reformation; which is, to 
return to our Beginnings : Man's Vanity let in Innova- 
tions, He thought this and that expedient and uſeful, 
beyond what Gon had ſaid; then he went on in 


„ 
. 
C 


ö x. 


—_ 12 
22 


was 
* 
\ , 

* — ow 


Way of his own Heart; being reproved, he would ex- 
cuſe, retain, defend his choſen Practice; and When 
could, he would impoſe it too; thus Man would judge 
for himſelf, and be his own Lord; and got his.own 
Devices eſtabliſhed, recommended, and multiply'd ': At 
length there appears a Neceſſity of Reformation, becauſe 
of the Number and Burthen of Traditions : Now the 
22 being put, what, or which of them, to ſet - 
fide by Reformation? worldly Wiſdom fays, reform 
only ſo much as the Elders ſee fit; but our ſaid Principle 4 
3 anſwers roundly, Reform all; remove whatever is meerly _ 3 
of Man's Will ; return to the original, Divine Rule; a 
Reſtore the Lord to his own Throne, as only Lawgiver.-' 
This Reaſon reaches all Deviations alike. : . 
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12 AA Familiar Enquiry. 

2. Do not all Proteſtants aſſert this Principle, that 
3 God's Revealed Mill in his Werd is the only Rule of Re- 
| ligion ? ; 2 | LE Ub 

"4. They all profeſs ſo; but are apt to contradi@ it in 
Practice. Any prevailing Party of them uſually grows 

fond of its own Ways, and loves to impoſe them on o- 

thers ; to which common Profeſſors will ever comply; 

as of Old, 1 King. xii. 26, 30, 33. Mic. vi. 16. So were 
the latter Jews and Papiſts all zealous of the Tradition of 
the. Elders : Others fearing the Commandment, think 
they are bound in Conſcience to bear witneſs againſt the 

Ulſurpation, and not be Servants of Mex, but ftand faſt 

in their Chriſtian N! I Cor. vii. 23. Gal. v. 1. Col. iii. 

20, 23. And here the Diſfention begins. 

Q. Is this the Caſe among Briti A e ? 
A. It has been ſometime 10 ; one Part having Power 
in their Hands, enjoined ſome Modes of Worſſiip, and 

made them Terms of Church-Communion, which others 
finding no Warrant tor in Scripture, ſhunned that Com- 
munion, to avoid Sin; or, became Diſſenters; which 
the Impoſers not brooking, called them Fanaticks, Re- 
bels, and whatever they lift. Here the begun Work of 

Reformation ſtopped : We and our Fathers teſtihed, and 

waited for a tarther Progreſs in it; but in fourſcore 

Years paſt, the Impoſers advance not a Step forward. 

Nay, ſome by retaining humane Ceremonies grew fond 

of returning to Rome, betore the Civil War. In that 

Convulſion, the Parliament took into Conſideration the 

Cauſes thereof, and in 1643 called an 4ſembly of Learn- 
ed, Pious Miniſters, and others, moſtly Epiſcopalians, 
who agreed, and adviſed to lay aſide thoſe miſchie vous 

Engines of Diviſion: That Work alſo was imperfect and 

unconfirmed ; and in 1662, all was unravelled, and the 

old unſcriptural Forms re eſtabliſhed ; which many emi- 

.nent Paſtors not daring to comply to, were caſt out from 

therr Publick Miniſtry : They and the good People who 

. — to them and their Sueceſſors, are the preſent Dif- 
enters. | 
Qi. Say then in ſhort, wherein is the great Evil o 

. * theſe News eat ptr ? 8 : 7 
| A. 1. Its bad enough, that they have no Stamp of Di- 


vine Authority; Go 0's Wiſdom ſaw no need of them, 


2. Little 


but Men ſee with other Eyes, 
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2. Little Deviations in Worſhip open the way to great- 


er; Superſtition leads to Idolatry, as ſmaller Faults i Mov . | 


rality tend to Preſumptions, and draw on vicious Habits.” 


3. Venturing over the boundary of the Word in 4 
little, emboldens the Conſcience to more, and where A 


then ſhall we ſtop? A little Leaven leavens the whole 
Lump. 


4- Oar Ceremonies, tho! now ancient, were not from 
the beginning, and have been polluted in Popery; ſo WW 
in uſing them, ſhall ſo far look like the Corrupters, with 
whom we ſhould have no Fellowſhip therein, 2 Cer. vi. 
14. Deut. xii. 30, 32, even the brazen Serpent which was 
made by Gop's Command, when abuſed to Idolatry, Was 
juſtly deſtroy'd, without Go p's expreſs Orders, 2 King. 3 
XV11l. 4, 6. aeg 

5. Proteſtants that will keep theſe Romiſh Remnants, 
have been torc'd to borrow Romiſh Principles, and plead * 
the ſanie way for them. "2 7 OBS 


6. They have ever been the means to deſtroy Loye 
and Peace, and weaken our Strength, cauſing Alienati- 
ons, and Diviſions, or Schiſms. | +1. 

7. They have long ſerved as a Handle for perſecuting, 1 
vexing, oppreſſing, and ruining conſcientious Chriſtians, 3 
Llencing many brave Miniſters, and hindring the Pro- 
pagation of Chriſt's Goſpel and Kingdom; ſo when | 
Charles V. enforc'd the Adiaphora in the German Inte 
rim, many Paſtors were baniſhed. And in them, Chrit 
Himſelt was treated no better. K = 

8. Scandal, or cauſing others to ſtumble and fall into 
Sin, is no little Evil; and yet we cannot uſe theſe things 
without dangerous Offence,” both of the tender little ones, 
and of Papiſts and others, who are thereby hardened in 
their way of Error: How can we anſwer tor it? MA. 
xviii. 7. Rom. xiv. 15. |  - 5 nl 
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Ill. Of WILL wORS HIP. 


Q T Here being many Kinds and Degrees of Cor- 
a ruption introduced by Men into 0 0D's Wor- 
ſhip, which of them is the grolſeſ 2 20 
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E early ; 9 which, -G 0 p's peculiar People Iſras l 
E were Jo hardly kept back by God's ſtrict Charge and 


2 devere judgments. * | 
Q. What is Idolatry * 
A. Ir is of two Sorts. 


den or unſeen, as Rom. i. 23, 25. this is forbid in the 
Kit Commandment. 3 vb 


3 ges, which is condemn'd in the ſecond Commandment 
© Sad was the Sin of the Fews in the golden Calf. 
Now, as in the other nine Commandments, when one 
great Sin is named; all of that ſort are intended to be 
E forbid, ſo it is in this; To worſbip_ Images Þ the Sin 
= named, but under that we undertand any other means 
or ways of Workup, which God in his Word doth not 
allow or appoint : hence we find the jealous Go po ſo oft 
E -devcrely threatning Men for ſuch Worſhip as came not 
zn his mind to require, Fer. xix. 5, 6.--xVill. 15. And as 
0 Idols, he not only forbids to ſerye them, but contribut- 
E Jog any way to maintain the Worſhip of them, or doing 
an manner of thing in honour of them. FN 


mandment Idelatry? | 2.83 | 

A. No: no more than every. luſtful Thought or Glance 
E 3 groſs, Adultery ; but it partakes of its Nature, and has 
ſome tendency to it: and we are not ſafe in the very 

=— art Motions that way. > | 

BR . Q. What is that you call Superſtition ? 

A. That alſo approaches to Idolatry, and ſeems to con- 

Ft in a ſooliſh over-rating of ſome little things that 


by to add more Value or Decency thereto, or to help and 
turther their own Devotions, Col. ii. 18, 21, 2 3. hence 
4 count certain Days, and Places, aud Garments, and 

ions Holy, which are not made Holy by any Inſtitu- 


| 7 Tradition, weak Minds grow fearful to wor ſhip G op 
without them: This is blind Superſtition, and ſprings from 


What Worſpip is that you call Will-Wor- 
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1. Giving Divine Honour and Service to Creatures 
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2. Worſhipping the only True Go 5 by Idols or 8 


| 3 bat then, is every Sin againſt the ſecond Com- 


. Men fancy in, or about G o:D's Wor hip, ſuppoſing there- 


don of GD; and after theſe. have gain d Credit by 
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.own Hearts, a 
has not diſallowed, and. ſo might be free] 


and provoke him to 8 like that of a Husbane 
Of « 


' dinances, Deui. iv. 2, 5, 6. Fer. Vit. 31. It were impeE 
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A. Such W Men deviſe in tens, 
8 perform of their own meer Will, b 
ing not requir'd by Go, 2 Chron. xxviii. 3, 4. Iſas © 
xxix. 13. making it a Matter of Conſcience to do Wh 
God has not requir'd, or to forbear oving WAY he 

ne. $1 #5 & 


Q. bs G o D diſpleas'd with Will-Worſ wo 7 44260 JF 
A. Surely he is; for tho) fond Men think that they 
honour him thereby, He ſays, they hate him, Exod. xx. 5. 


againſt his unchaſt Wife, ii. 2. I Cor. x. 18. 1 
a weak Conceit that we pleaſe GOD, when we only 
pleaſe our our owit vain Minds; we pay the trueſt R 
verence to Go D, when we are moſt ſtrictly obedient 3 
to what he ſays. © I 15 5 
. Bi. e are many Things ' which G 
has nit forbid, may not our Rulers in Church and State. E 
command ſarb Thins to be uſedqg? EO 

A. Truly, if fo they will do, they ſhall never havs i 
done commanding, and many needleſs Things will h 
impoſed, and become a Burden: Go Þ knew when he 
had commanded enough, but Men will never knew , 
We ſay theretorg, that in Matters of Worſhip, Gs 
has in general, forbid all humane Additions to his Or 3 


ible, and impertinent to name all Particulars :' He the, 
fore leaves it to us to apply the ſaid Law to all pee? 
Caſes. Go has not forbid me in his Worſhip toRang 
on one Foot, or to wink with one Eye, and 'thall Man 3 
command this} He had not expreſly torbid to carry h 
Ark on a new Cart, yet King David and his People h 
ned greatly in fo carrying it, 2 Sam. vi. 3, 7. and it W 
virtually forbid in his commanding other Carriage of R488 
Num. iv. 13. No Church, nor Prince may enjomn- asg 
leis Things at Diſcretion, tho* they call them Harůmeß, 
or Ornamental: David knew from Deut. xii. 11 thats 
G o Dd: would have a Houſe built for his Name, yet he 
had not ſaid, who ſhould do it, or When, or whereY 
Being therefore both a King, and a Prophet, and now 
having gotten Riches and Leiſure for that Work, it de 
he thought it became him freely to offer to build a H 
able Temple for Go p's Ark, 2 Sam. vii: z, 3. andwhas 
ſo fit to do it as he ? And, moreover, another Prop 
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dell, that it was in bis Heart: yet, ſince GoD had 
given him no ſuch Direction, he forbid him to proceed, 
y. which it ſeems, no Man may be officious, or med- 
4 in God's Matters: the beſt Miniſters and Magi- 
ates muſt ſtay for his Orders, or attempt no Alterati- 
ons about his Worſhip. One is our Maſter, even Chriſt, 
nd Him we muſt hear in all things, Matth. xxiii. 10. 
AF. iii. 25. bis Apoſtles durſt deliver and teach no more 
an they receiy' d of him, 1 Cor. xi. 2. nor is it a juſt, 
Kcuſe that Men ſay, the Inventions are for Decency and 
Faden, or Uniformity, or Order: what Go p has 
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neceilary, Af. xv. 28. our main Buſineſs is to ſtudy his 
Word, and keep to that, concerning all the Forms, Or- 
- dinances,: and Laws of his Houſe, Pack. xliii. 11. when 
de once go over thoſe Bounds, we grow vain in our 
Imaginations, and our fooliſh Heart is darken'd, Rom. i. 
Et | 22. 58 : 4 ff | * 1 ; © N L * 

* Hd. But are we not commanded by Go p, to do all 
Thpiggs decently and in order, 1 Cor. xiv. a.. 
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* what is decent, and we ſubmit; for Obedience is better 
-that Sacrifice : other Exerciſe profits not, I Tini. iv. 8 
nor go we tranſpreſs any Rule of natural Decency by 
© The plaineſs of our Adminiſtrations, without any humane 
Ceremonies. 221 ' 298... 40.33, Pet 
2. | But ſure, you need not be ſo ſcrupulous. to uſe 4 
E few indifferent Rites, which Go D has left to our Liber- 
and bas not forbid, © = £04 
4. I muſt ſay again, that in his Worſhip, what- 
deer he commands not, he virtually forbids; and we 
3 cannot; be too careful in this, Num. xv. 39, 40. Deut, 
2. 2 Chron. xix. 3. therefore let theſe things be laid 
i heart. 90 worn eee 30 
.. That as the Gentiles, counting Images to be helps 
Devotion, did thereby corrupt, themſelves, fo did the 
* ee: after them, P/al. cvi. 39. and Go p for their 
© doing: ſo, counts them brutiſp, and vain, and mad, Exod. 
i. 1, 4. Fer. x. 8, 14. . 58. others ſtill think it an 
dyantage to their Devotion to perform it beſore Images, 
Volles, and the like, but it is not really ſo ; for, how- 
8 ever 
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thought needleſs to appoint, we cannot pretend to make 


A. Yes, Yes, according to Gop's Order, and not 
Mens, Matt b. xxviu. 20. Let Gop's Word be judge 


18 


| WB ty 3s Lag A 1 * * 9 
4 Ruh, Enquiry, 
ever the weak Mind is pleaſed, that betters not the Heart 3 "i 
and there is no Vertue or Efficacy in any Devices of Mey 
to convey ſpiritual Good to the Worſhippers, becauſs 
GoD has not promiſed to bleſs tbemn. 
2. Mens calling the Rites harmleſs or indifferent 1 
gues not that G o'D will count them ſo; 'for to devi 
and impoſe them, is rather to invade his 8 Right,” 3 
Ezek. xliii. 7, 8. and we ſhould rather Rop the begin" 
ning of Diſorder, by our humble Teſtimony againſt the 4 
Vanity of Arbitrary Men; for by ſubſcribing to their OY 
dinances, we cannot preſerve Religion undefiled, nor ou” 
own Conſcience pure and tender. © = 
3. If theſe affected Rites be e e and G ob has 
* left them ſo, would it not become Men likewiſe to leave 
them ſo ? or not to bind them upon us as Terms nece 
ſary to Communion, Act. xv. 24, 28. Whatever GD he 
made neceſſary for us to obſerye, no other Power can» 
make indifferent; and what he did not ſee fit ſomie way | 
to command, no Man may oblige us to, without lording 
it over Gop's Heritage. Or, if any do fo, and 968 
crouch to their meer Will, that would be a culpable l 
. trfferency indeed; a hateful Lukewarmneſs 1a the Con- 
cern of Gop's Honor, whoſe Teſtimonies we ſhoule | 
zealouſly keep, and maintain our Chriſtian Freedom, tom 
the Yokes that Men would pur on us, Gal. it. I: . Io: 
Moderation of Spirit and Temper becomes us all 
on coaliſts not in a careleſs Neutrality in the Cauſe 
7 OD, Lo #5 1 . '# i hy +. Ss 
But is there not need to recommend the Wor| 
of Gop to Men by ſome Ornaments, it being ef if. 
0 plain and bomely ? | oO, ĩ ˙ 
A. Its no more homely or fimple chan the Wiſdom o8 i 
Chriſt left it, when he aboliſhed all the Pomp of 'the 8 
ancient Fewiſh Ceremonies; but if we muſt ſtilk have 
Adorninys, it were better to reſume thoſe, than open | 
r to the endleſs Vanity of Man; but why de e K 
{till talk of Beauty and Splendor, when the Glory of Go 
pel-Ordinances and Miniſtry is ſpiritual,” and therein pr 
terable to all outward Pageantry, which Gop himſeig 


now calls, worldly and beggariy Elements, 2 Cor. i- 1% 
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Aan, 
= Q.  Seting that Obriſtians muſt worſhip jointly, er 
4 ne what . bas Chriſt fixed for our Com- 
i in his Ordinances? _ RY, 2 f 
A. No other. but thoſe in Matth. xxviii. 19, 20, viz. 
chat being made his . by his Word preached, and 
© thereupon baptized, we be then ready to do whatever 
© elle he commands us, our great King and Judge muſt 
þ the Terms of Life and Death for Sinners; and ſo 
= likewiſe the Terms of our Church-Communion : No Man 
© therefore may require of us more than Chriſt requires, in 
order to our enjoying the Liberty of his Houſe and Or- 
© dipances. If any deſire to come in, who are not viſible 
Faint, in reſpect of their Knowledge, Faith and good 
oaverſation, thoſe for the Honour of G o Þ, and Good 
e the Community, ought to be kept back from ſpecial 
E Ordinances, till their viable Reformation, 1 Cor. v. 2, 7, 
= xt, for as ſuch cannot inherit the Kingdom of Guo p, 
1 Cor. vi. 10. fo becauſe they hold not the Head, they can- 
not be of the Body, Tit. iii. 10, 11. | | 
8 - Q. If Men may not give Laws about G Oo D's Wor- 
= ſhip, may they not, however, appoint Officers to att 
ei; or ſettle the Terms of admitting Men to the Mi- 


/ 0 | | . 
= wy In this alfo Chriſt has prevented thom, and ſuper- 
= fedecd their Labour. He, the Head of his Church, beſt. 
= koew what Offices were requiſite to its Order and Edi- 
on; and what Qualifications were requifite, to ſu- 
ain and execute thoſe Offices, and how they ſhould 
== be called and admitted thereto ; and his Word has di- 
= rected accordingly. 2% 5h 


Q What Officers or Miniſters then bas Chriſt or- 
= dained to continue in his Church? IT | 
4. Not Apoſtles, Prophets, or Evangeliſts, who with 
= their extraordinary ſpiritual Gifts, were neceſſary to plant 
© the hit Churches; but Elders or Biſhops, to take the 
© overhight of particular Flocks of G o D, Act. Xx. 17, 28. 
1 Tim iii. 1, 2. theſe are called Paſtors and Teachers, 
E Epbeſ;.iv.i1- and are to be aſſiſted in their Miniſtrations 
& by other Elders that rule well, and by Deacons, 1 Tim. 
. - iii. 8. Phil. i. 1. and all theſe come under the ge- 
veral Name of Miniſters, i. e. Officers that labour in the 
© Service of Chriſt aud his Church, I Cor. iv, 1. they 
_ EO BEE „ 
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A Familiar E ‚ Y 
work in his Vineyard, and Harveſt, Matib. ix, 38; ank 
are no worldly Lords for domination and eaſe, 1 Pet. vs; 


25 5* | | ; 2 „eee 
& Is there not then a diſtintt Order of Biſhops 10 1 
Script ure, ſet over the Paſtors or Miniſters of many p 
ticular Churches? : 40-4 12cabee of — 
A. In Fact, there are ſuch Biſhops in the Papal Church, 
and in ſome of the Reformed, aſſuming to themſelves, = 
the ſole Exerciſe of Diſcipline by their Officers, who ars 
meer humane Creatures; but we deny that Scripture.” "** 
knows any other Biſhops than the Paſtors of fingle Cons, 
regations, or particular Churches, who are noted in 
cripture their Names, Calling, Gifts, and ordinary 3 
Work; and Men may appoint no. more Officers than; i 
Chriſt hath done; for our Lord Jeſus hath in his r 4 
Wiſdom, and Love to his Church, appointed all fuch as 
he judged ſufficient for its Edification and well-being 3 
and all the Officers that he hath named we find necel>. 
ſary, but no more would be uſeful : yea, ſuperfluous Of- 
ficers would cumber the Society, as we fee in the Anti- 
chriſtian Babel; where, as there are five new Sacra», | 
ments, and innumerable Ceremonies, ſo a long Tribe ß 
Officers not mentioned in all Scripture ; ſome of them 
exerciſing a lordly Authority over Churches and thei 
Paſtors, by humane Laws and Terrors, like World 
Princes, and meerly for worldly Eds. 
2 "v6 e ordinary Officers be ſet in ti 
urch? 'of 
A. Perſons qualify'd for, and well affected to they. if 
Work, ſhould de brought to it by the deliberate Voice: 
or Votes of the Brethren 1n every Church, and their own... 
free Acceptance of that Call, Ac. vi. 5. -- xiv. 22. — * 
22. 2 Cor. viii. 19 to 22. their; Abilities; ſhould firſt be 
ſubmitted to competent Judges, and, at laſt, they muſt be 
ſet apart for their Offices in the Face of the Church, by, 38 
ſolemn Prayer with Faſting, and Laying on of Hands, 
Act. xiii. 3. 1 Tim. iv. 14. 8 „ 
Q: When Paſtors are prepar d and choſen, ſhould.” 
they not be obliged to wear ſome particular Habit, and in, 
officiating, to wear a White Surplice of myſtical Sigi. 
cation? = Mg „ 
47 27 From the beginning of Chriſtianity it was nat ſo 
Fi, Bape uicd i very plain and bomely Habit, anda 
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end of no Cost char Peter had after his Calling, but 


EF the other Apoſtles with another Spirit. When Gop 
© preſcribed holy Garments, Fringes and Ribbons, his Peo- 


Which the Goſpel ſuperſedes. Symbolical Garments Men 
daeviſed in later Ages without Warrant, and ſome re- 
© tain them in Complement to ſuperſtitious Papiſts; but 
the beſt Reformed Churches abroad do impoſe no ſuch 
© Garments, and they were always an Offence to the moſt 
| 3 1 nn a 
3 Q God: baving ſet apart his weekly Day to 

'F 28 Holy, may not Men ſet apart other Days ya T imes 
tjo be Holy, ſuch as Ember-Weeks, Lent, Chriſtmas, Eaſter, 
and Saints-Days? | 


* 
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when his Providence calls to occaſional Faſting or 
Feaſting) it ſeems to be a great Preſumption for Men 
to ſay, you ſhall. not labour fix Days, but five, or four, 
ar three; or to call any Times or Days, by Saints Names, 
or to ordain Anniverſary- Days, as facred vo certain Ex- 
erciſes, when Providence may often call to the contrary. 
. to Chriſt's _ Days Faſt, it was but once, and his 
= Diſciples pretended not to follow him in it; and if we 
= do, tis Mili-Worſpip. | | a 


w. of ſome HUMANE DEVICES den 
Publick Prayers and Sacraments. 


Q. W HAT is "ond wg ordinary Mork? 
„ A. To diſpenſe all Chrift's Ordinances accord- 
ung to his Direction, 1 Cor. iv. 1. eſpecially the Word 
aud Prayer, Ack. vi. 4. 1 Pet. v. 2. 
Q Should the Miniſter be ty d to perform Publick Prayer 
certain humane Forms ? | a 
1 A. The Word no where faith ſo; and if there be any 
| geod Ule of preſcribed Forms or Liturgies, and any Chri- 
= ans need them, ſurely, able Miniſters do not; or if * 
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ni Fiſher's-Coar, only our Lord Jeſus cloathed him and 


© ple obediently uſed chem, as alſo Ointments, Perfumes 
and Bells, being Shadows of good Things to come, all 


A. God having ſaid, Six Days ſalt thou Iabouy (ex- 


thus did his Apoſtles às the Spirit gave them utte ratte 


S. 


fall out, that any of us may oftem uſe any Words ot D 
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4e a 
do, that's ne Warrant ta impoſe, them on all Chum TR 
and all Miniſters for conſtant Uſe; which abridges the 
Liberty, and forbids the Uſe ef their Spiritual Gifts for 
ſuch Ends as Chriſt gave them, 1 Cor. xiv. 14. Epbeſ, ive: 
5. 11.4. Pat. Ne Fhoi © it TINTING 
Q. How then ſhould Publick Prayer be perform ? 

A. One fit and choſen-Perſon, or Miniſter muſt ſpeak.” 8 
in the Name of the Congregation, as G op ſhall help 8 
him; ſo the Maſters of Aſſemblies ever uſed a grave ang 
comely Freedom in repreſenting all their Caſes and Cons 
cerns to GoD. They were never-{tinted-to other Meng 
Words, which might be very unfit to expreſs the Senſe 
of their Hearts. We read how Mzy/es'and\ Samuel, Dar 
vid and Solomon, Hezekiah, Iſaiah, Feremiab, Daniels © 
Ezra, and Nebemia h pray d in free Words, (i their, 
ſeveral Occaſions. So did Abrabam and Jacob long bee 
fore, Gen- AXVi. 7, 17. Gen. Kxxii. 11. when there cue 
be no Forms, for there were no Books in the World {0 
Gen, iv. 28. Thus pray'd Chriſt himſelf, Job. xvii- 


AF. ii. 4. with, 44, iv. 24. and ſo pray all the Martyts 
ol eſus, Rev. vi. 10. 344 | ” i N 74 1 i 
Did not Cbriſt uſe to pray oft in tbe ſame Mardi 
fr $07 £019 (200 LE RR RY 

4. 1. Perhaps in that Prayer he might repeat che fauma- i 
Words: It was in his Liberty {6 to do, and ſo dt any 


: — 
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ud, or of Chriſt, or of any former Saint, in: Caſes _$ 
which thoſe Words may be ſuitable. Butt. 

2. Its not true, that in Chriſt's Prayer in the Garden, 
he repeated the ſame exact Words; but in the ſame Cass 
he urged the ſame Arguments, in Words to the ſame El- 
fect: The Greek Text means no more; and that is, the 
ſame that we contend for. | 1 26:43 27 4 


Q. But John Baptiſt aug bt his Diſciples to pray, Tuks 
* and yo "SB preſcrib'd a Form fo bir e M 4 
VI. . Ne Jin Inns tg 4 IN N. 4. \ td 
4 Vet even in that, 1. Matthew and Luke recite; 

different Words in the 4th and Sth Petitions ; and one of 
them omits the whole Concluſion of that Prayer; hows. 
then can any plead that he ſet them a preciſe. Form? 
His Diſciples never underſtood, him to command themes 
uſe the ſame Words, for e no where find chat eye r 4 
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2 A Familiar Enquiry. 
did ſo; not counted thoſe more ſacred or eſſectual than 
” other Words, as ignorant People dream. ; 
2. Yet many Difſenters chuſe to end their Prayer 
in thoſe Summary Words, as the old Weſtminſter Directory 
- adviſed ; and none of us preſume to judge their Liberty 
therein: Nay, we would all readily do the ſame, did 
I appear that our Lord meant ſo to preſcribe to us. 
3. But if the Lord Jeſus had impoſed a Ferm of his 
den 5 that were no Warrant for Men to impoſe 
= theirs, which every domineering Party affect to do, after 
they have ſtuff d their Liturgies, like their Creeds, with 
Al their own darling Notions and Fancies. 
14 There would de no Colour for theſe grievous Re- 
Nraints and Impoſitions, if due Care was taken by all 
Cpburches to provide able and faithful Miniſters, taught 
e GoD, and full of the Holy Ghoſt, Such Paſtors might 
well be truſtod to ſpeak their own Words in Prayer, 


1 ia Sermons, f Cer. i. 4 5. A Freedom in either may 
E and wil be abuſed, if G oÞ leaves Men to their own 
© - Folly and Corruptions. No Man in this World can avoid 
| all ImperfeQions or Inconveniencies. Let us keep as 
near as we can to Go p's Direction, craving the Aid of 

his'Spirit in all we do, and we ſhall be able to offer 


him what he will not deſpiſe, tho Men-ſhould, Zech. xi. 
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. rayer, told alſo the true Occafion, Reaſon; and Uſe 
©, thereot,/ in Match. vi. 7. namely, vo forbid Mens Leyi- 
= ties, Impertinencies, and vain Repetitions, like thoſe of 
the Heathen, who thought to be heard for their much 
1 which others may do well to conſider, who 
are obliged by the Rubrick ſometimes to repeat the 
Lord's- Prayer ſeven or eight times in the ſame Morning 
Or Evenin Service, in Atind Offices; ſymbolizing too 
much with Papitts, in multiplying their Pater-Nofter's and 
Ave Marias. Th = "Al PTY 
bat is Praying in, with, or by the Spirit? 
we never thereby meant or pretended (as ſome 
& fallly- impure to us) that the Holy Ghoſt immediately in- 
M us, or ſuggeſts to us the Words that we utter in 
Fe. Prager; but that in the Uſe of our rational Facul- 
des dor repreſent” our own Caſe unto Go p, we have, 
_ nud on that ordinary Aſliſtance of God's pot 
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%. Our Saviour, when he delivered that Form of 


pirix « | 
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Spirit in Rowe. viii, 26. and Fade 20. to affer upto o Þ 
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our juſt Deſires in a ſpiritual or 


| Ir: gracious manner, frem m 
deep Senſe of our Sin aud Miſery, and of his rich Pro» 
vilions for us in Chriſt, Now in Publick Prayer, Words i 
muſt be uſed either free or preſcribed ; and we lay, that 
the Spirit who gives the Grace to pray ſincerely, doth 
alſo grant a Gift of neceſſary Utterance in Prayer, 6 x 
ſpeak fitly and ſuitably, from the abundance of a Heat 
warmed by him. All our Worſhip, ſhould be in Sir, 
1 iv. 23. but his Aid therein is ſuch. as eonſiſts W n 
umane Impertections, elſe no Man can ſay there is 0 
any ſpiritual Performance in the World, It is chere 
an ignorant Slander on our way, to ſay that we pretend 
to more Infallibility than they, who in one of cher 
Forms uy Go p to cleanſe their Heerts 3 [nſpiratiow 7 | 
the Holy Gboſt. A well- inſtructed fpiruual Man wille 
ſily find apt Words to ſpeak all his Heart to God; a, 
its no great matter whether he ſpeak in Words that he 
or others bad ũſed before, or not: his Unde mg 
and ſpiritual feeling can beſt tell him what to ſay, !? 
the Anointing promiſed in 1 Job. 11. 27. gives a mf 
of ſuch Underſtanding, even to Chriſt's little ones, v. 28. 
be makes the Heart of the raſb to underſtand Knowledge,” | 
the Tongue of the ftammerer to ſpeak plainly, Iſa. xxx. 
4. and copioully too, if need be, Act. 22 but t0 ſtint 
ſuch a Man to à Set of Words, ſeems to reſtrain, and ſo 
tar quench that Operation of the Spirit in Prayer, that 
it becomes ſcarce a reaſonable Service, or is apt t 2 
nerate into a dead Formalityy If any in praying b7 
ltinted Forms, do avoid ſuch Harms, we judge not ther 
Liberty, and beſeech them not to abridge, nor judge | 


Ours. \ . 9 

Q. But is not this way of free Prayer à new Device © © 
to vent Error and Sailer 2 

4. Men that walk in Slanders uſe to ſay ſo, ſpeaking 
Evil of what they underſtand not, and that's no NeFãtW, 
Rom. iii. 8. Fude 10. but to pray without any Book Cr 
Form, muſt be older than praying by a Boak, becauſe 
Men did pray above 2000 Years before there was a Bs = 
in the World. And if it be fo, that any do in eee 8 
Prayer vent their Errors and Paſſions, 2 this Wwe are 

ure of, that others do not, and the mo 
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lers for impalivg of Forms, have purpoſely-.lpreads thabuulſ 
* 5 7 mo MJ f 


4 n 4 
— > - 
- - «Fe * 1 a - 
: . +" na <3 r 


F * 
7 * N 4 * 
* 2 TYP . 
* 


3 


n ö ö * * Wes & aa. ab * . 7 8 * 
_ - — 0 : 8 
HR Enqury. 
3 * . L > : 
moſt oP Corruptions thereby, as witneſs the Maſs- 
a «4 > 
Book, ! o ful 


Jof abominable Impieties. It's no great mat- 
ter what Men ſay, who are Strangers to the way of the 
I —_ in Prayer, aud to that Unity of the Spirit in the 
Church of Chriſt, Zphe/. iv. 4, 6. We endeavour that our 
Prayers be ſober and ſeriptural, or in Words which the 
i Gboſt teachetb; we lament our Weakneſſes, but 
bp: And no Cure in ſtinted Forms, in which we ſee there 
may be much Vanity, Defects, Confuſion, arid manifold 
Haim to Religion. 8 
2. [Lit net beſt however, that Sacraments be admi- 
=. wiſtred by ftinted Forms * | 
I. We know no ſpecial Reaſon for that, but keep 
= therein, as near as we can to Divine Rule, without any 
unſcriptural Mixtures. - EL DD 3 
Q. Mbat ſay you of that Form of Baptiſm preſcrib'd 
in our Liturgy? ? 
4. 1. The Miniſter being ty'd up to every word that 
dhe muſt ſay, no room is left to edify the People, by a- 
dapting his Diſcourſe to the Neceſlities of the Company, 
Aud that's hard, F446 l 

23. No Publick Baptiſm, no not of Perſons Adult, is 
allowed without God- fat hers and God: mot hers to the Party 
.baptized; whereas Parents are the proper Perſons to take 
hold on God's Covenant for their Houſholds, and to 
{Engage before Go Þ and his Church, for their pious E- 
ducation, yet are not accepted; other Sure: iſhip is but 
eker. 0 | 
3. In that Form it is affirm'd, That it is certain by 
= be Rey G o p, that Children baptized, and dying be- 
ere actual Sin, are undoubtedly ſaved. To us this is not 
| evident by the Word of Gop. ; 38 

4. All the baptized muſt be ſigned with the Sign of 
the Croſs, for a myſtical Signification (as is expreis'd in 
the Book) no where warranted in Scripture. This doth 
greatly Countenance the ſuperſtitious Papiſts in their Uſe 
= of Crucifixes, Croſſes, and numberle(s Croſlings ot them- 
= ſelves. This Croſs is but airy, and many ſay, what Harm 
aan it do? As much as the Mouth's kiſſing the Hand, in 
= © Fobxxx1.27. or other yain Rites, Is it no Harm to ſym- 
bolize with Idolaters? No Harm to bring Mens Tradi- 
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tions into Gop's Worſhip? No Harm to do what nog i 


an can do in Faith, for want of Divine Warrant { Ny 
at rather, 
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ſpake not a'Word for it, 2 Sam. vil; 7. 5 
3. From this Croſs Men go to many more, as in the 
other Sacrament, c. —. 


W bere ſhould Baptiſm be adminiftred ? © £3 


au 2 Where the Word, and other Ordinances are diſpen- 


ſed, Matt b. xxvili. 19. Fobn baptized when and where f 


he pteached, as Mar. i. 4, 5, 9. Fob. iii. 23. and thithey 

Chriſt came to be baptized, not diſdaining the 'Conipany 

who attended that Miniſtry, nor ſending for the Miniftes 

to come home to him. The Apoſtles ſo baptized, ' for 

ought appears, where they firſt preached, Ac. ii. 41. h 
I 


Philip baptize the Eunuch on the way, Act. vin. 367 3 


ſo Paul baptized the Jailor in his Houſe, where he then 


8 to him, Acf. xvi. 32. ---xxi1. 13, 16. Whenever 


ag was publick, ſo was the Baptizing 
Obj. But there cannot be in every Congregation- Water 
enough to dip inn. 7 nel 


Anſw. Therefore none ſhould urge a Neceſſity of 0 4 


much Water, when tis but for a Sign ; not only plungs 
ing, but any other ſort of waſhing with Water is called 


Baptizing ; and no Man ever did, or can prove, that au, 


baptized Perſon mentioned in Scripture, ' was ſo plunged 


ing may be lawful, when it can be convenient; 


AHR Enquiry. 23% 
rather, What Good can it do ? ſeeing there is n W 
mife of Go p to bleſs Mens Devices, Rom. xiv, 23. Hi © 
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or buried alive: we deny not, that in ſome Caſes, Plungs 1 
| 422 bur N 


"muſt not affirm what they cannot prove: Fobn and t 


Went to, or into the Water, and came up from the Wa- 


ter: Philip and the Eunuch did ſo; both rhe LE 
and 455 did alike: but if either we can read 
or read Eueliſp, unto, or into the Water, is ot wie 


the Water; and if ſo, we may baptize where; ever we f 


Preach ; tho' many learned Writers on Rom. vi. do win 
imagine, that the Apoſtle alludes to ſuch a Practice. 


May none then in Time of Liberty be baptixed int | 


: 


private Houſes ? 


4. We ay not ſo neither, if convenient perſons I 

be there aſſembled, ſo that the Purity and Dignity of thb 

: Ordinance by reſerved, and its main Ends anfwer'd d; 
ſo ſa 


but it is not fe, nor honourable, nor edifying + 
tiſm is the publick Token of a Perſon's being rec 
eto be in the Face of the whole Aſſembly, even 
the greater Comfort n the Parties bapii 
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eirſd 
into Go ps Church and Covenant; ſo is moſt propen 4 
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bs the joint Prayer of the Church, ; but in privata Core 
3 velties un: 


pers, fond Men may bring in ſuperſtitious. T 
3 iſcerned : The Lnge —— in to be publick, ex- 
eept þ ha Mecelliy of Expedition, by apparent Dan- 
ger © Veath. This leads weak People into that Popiſh 


Love | FEY 
pper is a ſolemn Church-Ordinance, 


© Afembly,. 46. xx, 7. therefore the Cuſtom of private 
| Communiop, is unwarranted, and the very Terms are 


1 - 


ee it is to rg 
ſtian Body to, 


| wa 
i be | 
, Bug will you. deny, a dying Chriſtian this Benefit 
r 
— 1. We deny che Stck nothing that Chriſt allows them 
2. But the Comfort they need, is not tyd to this Qrdj- 
mance, nor is to be expected from the meer Work in any 


© Qrdidance, but only when it is adminiſtred in Go 
e according, to His Inſtitu tion: | 
3 Mg A 1 — \ . 3. Many 
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of \Rawiliar Buquiry, 
3. Many ſick Chriſtians find all fit Supplies of Ge 
then, without this; Which if the Apoſtle had "thought 
proper for ſupporting the Sick, he would ſurely have 
My ag together with Prayer by the Elders, Bec. a. 
e o | . 2 
4. Seeing it appears not by à Divine Precept or Prec& 
dent, that this Seal of the Covenant may be adminiſtres 
but in the Congregation of the Faithful; whenever G 
Providence hinders any to attend there, He diſcharges 
from that Duty, and we er. the Providence, if W “e 
make it an Occaſion to depart from the written Rule; 
what we ſo do, cannot be in Faith, and ſo we are like 
to miſs the Benefit that we ſeek diſorderly. The Graces 
of the Sick would be moſt exercis'd and aſſiſted by Means 5 
that could then be properly afforded; and by a ſerious 7 
collecting of former Enjoyments in this, or other Ori- 
nances.  Judicious Chriſtians know this, and reſt ſatiſ- 
oo weak Chriſtians mould be better inform'd, rather 
then indulged in this unwarranted Fancy. Two or rivet 2 
Perſons eating in a fick Chamber do ill reſemble a Che- 
lick Feaſt of Love and Joy; let us then keep to the Inſtitiu- 
tion, and ſo preſerve che Dignity and Reverence due 9 
this Sacrament in ſolemn Aflemblies. Its better thus ro i 
walk with the beſt Reformed Churches, and the beſt In» 3 
ſtructed Chriſtians, than to tread in the Steps of the Igae - 
rant and Superſtitious, who were always moſt tond ot pri- 
vate Sacraments. 2 Cc 1 OR 
3. Tho” ſome of the Ancients did ſend part of the Cons 
ſecrated Bread and Wine to the Sick, by the Hand of ther 
| Friends, that makes no Warrant for us; and it is of ]. 
Weight with us, that the Apoſtles never did fo; nor d 
we' know of any Dillenters that practiſe ſuch Co mmm 
Hiohs ; and them we ſhould not unneceſſarily offend, © 3 
QA What do you blame in the Publick Form of am. 
niſtreng the Lord's Snapper ? 920% 3% NT 
A. f. By that Kubrick, all Perſons confirm'd by che B. 
ſhop ſhould preſently come to the Lord's Table; Whereas 
many fuch want neceſfary Qualifications, or cannot e. 
mint themſelves, nor diſcetn the Lord's Body; aud yer 
the Miniſter muſt receive all. ee IG _ , 


2. It is much worſe, if any netoriouſty Unpodly 
compell'd to come there, to be quality d fer Whj wor 
Buſineſs or Office, Civil or Military: Its a Snare ee 
a | —. Wiek 
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2 28 | A Familiar Engquidy. 

Wicked to devour that which is Holy. And as Gop's 
” Ordinance is thereby proſtituted to Purpoſes he never 
© defipn'd it, ſo unworthy Receivers are like to be there- 
by harden'd in their State, as if it was good, ſeeing they 
ate in all Church-Privileges equalled to. the beſt. And 
As it not hard upon the Miniſter too, that he muſt apply 
that Seal of Salvation to the ſame impenitent Perſons, at 
the Lord's Table, whom in faithful Preaching the Word, 
© te muſt pronounce to be in a State of Damnation? 
3. Not to ſay any more of ſtinting the Miniſter by an 


Gifts, (for Barnabas and Boanerges are hereby equalled 
except it be in the different Tone of Voice in. Reading 
it batb, at leaſt, an Appearance of Evil, that all Receivers 
muſt in that Act knee! before the Bread and Wine, as 
© Papiſts do before their Idol. This Practice gives Scandal 
to thoſe Idolaters, and ſo doth our calling the Table an 
Altar; as they do, who pretend to offer on it an unbloody 
E Saerifice tor the Living and the Dead. 


© coming Gop's Weorſhip : Why then ſbould wwe not receive 
tte Sacrament Kneeling t ; : 
A4. 1. Our praiſing God, and hearing his Word are 
Ats of Worſhip roo, requiring like Reverence ; and 
would you therefore oblige us to kneel therein? Sure all 
Ads of Worſhip require not the ſame Poſture. 1 
2. Our Blefſed Lord did not by his Word or Example 
3 ene, or commend that Kneeling ; both He and His 
* es us d the ſame cuſtomary Table-Geſture, as moſt 
able to a Fealt of Friends, that's like to the heavenl 
Banquet, wherein all are ſaid to ſit down, Luk. xiii. 29. 
Ai. 8. --- Xxii. 30. and ſo he did at that very Table, where 
be inſtituted this Supper, Matth. xxvi. 20, 26. now 
Chriſt s Pattern is all the poſitive Rule we have in the 
Word, to direct us herein; and we ſee, that Kneeling is 
còntrary to it: Sitting is not Kneeling. ; "oath 
3. Kneeling in that very AQ ſeems contrary to the 
Nature and End of the Ordinance ; which is to comme- 
morate our Saviour's precious Death, as it is effectual 
w our Redemption and Reconciliation ; and therefore it 
We Should be done in a Feſtival Manner, as the Fews feaſted 
4 _ Propitiatory Sacrifices, cating them before the 
1 12 4. Tho 
R r 1 


E impos'd Form, which leaves no Place for Diverſity of 


Q. But Kneeling is a Poſture of humble Reverence, be- 


of A a. _Ad/t@eo. —_— 
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4. The” we grant, that all holy Reverence is duet 
all out Attendance on G o'Þ;, yet, that Act of Rerwoimns 


or of Eating and Drinking at the Lord's Table, d at; 1 
properly an Af of Adoration, and why mould it be in a 


Gefture of Adoration Our Lord was then giving: Tells 
mony of his Love, in a Way of Familiarity and Condeſer- 


fion ; as we ſee in vb. ii, 23, 25. and in ſuch a Caſe 4 
we find David went into the Tabernacle; and {ate dee 


before the Ark of Go b, in à Tranſport of holy Rdn. 
tion, 2 Sam. vn. 18, f "+7 Y DC 
5. Foolifh Superſtition. brought in this unſeripe 
Practice, as other voluntary Humilities belore, Col. li. 10 
and by degrees it grew into the groſſeſt of all Pop 
Idolatries, viz. the Sacyifice of the ny : Now its ſtranę 

that Proteftants will retain, and * any Thing that © 
countenance or ſymbolize with it; for this Rneeling 


done in a Reſpect to the Elements preſent, and would not I 
elſe be done; but that Reſpect is net due to the Elements 2 


or Signs of Chriſt's Body and Blood; nor was any ſuch 
Reſpect ever paid under the Law, to any of che 
_ Inſtruments, which Gop honour'd with his vi 
; Or y. ; ; eo” z 


fome Circumſtances innocently kneel at the LorU's Table; 
why ſhould that be required of others, who judge or fear 
it to be fin? Is not that too bold an Invaſion en the LI 


berty of Chriſtians | The wiſe and faithful Apoſtle Pa, 


even in Things lauful would not be browght under be 
Power of any. Why then muſt this be enforc'd, without 
Evidence of the Mind of Chriſt : We in fitting at an. 


Lord's Table are perſuaded chat we do nothing indecent » | 


bit pay even all bodily Reverence that's ſuitable co that 
Occaſton. 7 „ 
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6. Admitting that any Who are ſo perſuaded may in | 
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7. It ſeems to us very unwarrantable and eruel, wo 


exclude any Children of Ge D from their Fathers Table, 


becauſe they dare not offend him by becoming Servants | 


of Men. | I 64200 
Q. Will you then bear with others in Kneeling * | 


A. We do io ; but we warn them to take heed; for J 
Papiſts charge them with, Idolatæy tor bowing down and 
n beſore a meer Creat.ire, as they do beter 

| SY 
preſent ; and we are afraid, that they border upon iba 4 


the Lord himſelf, who.n they ſuppoſe to be there real 


= Sin,.tho' they intend it not: However, they ſhould. no 
4 Ny give Scandal to us, nor to the Papiſts, I Sor. Xe 
5 2 . 27 þ . | 
$ 4 Q "How off is the Lord's Supper to be adminifired and 
: | - » 4 ? | b : ; R . 


- 4. We have no precept for chat - ſome Churches think 
it beſt to have it ſeldom, and with greater Solemnity and 


& Concourſe of great Multitudes, as at the old Paſſover; 
we find ſome of the Ancients us'd it every Day, or at 
E leaſt every Lord's Day when they met; and this is much 
four d by 4&.1i, 46. —- Xx. 7. The Modern common 
Practice hereof is more like to that of the Fewiſh New 
Moons. In this we claim and ufe a Liberty; but we 
E know no Rule at all to affix this Ordinance to 10 


ſons or Sabbaths in a Year, as Chriſtmas, Eaſter, &c. 
= as if thoſe were more Holy than other Sabbaths. 


* * 
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I V. Of NOVELTY and SCHISM, charged 
g on our rejecting Mens Devices. 


. 


1 „ , | 
. W E N «ve read, that very ancient Churches ob- 
e ſere'd ſome Rites not mention d in Scripture; and, 
; #bat ſome Fathers and Councils then taught ſo, ſhould not 
e obſerve the ſame, in honour to venerable Antiquity? 
. Such Antiquity, if it were genuine, is no Part 
- ine Scripture, and ſo could be no Rule or War- 
f Wr us ; Chtiſtian Traditions of Elders can be no ber- 
ter Authority then the Fewviſh, which our Saviour ſo oft 
and charply reprov'd; God's Word is our perfect and 
2 only Rule, by adhering to which, we ſhut the Door a- 
Papi che Beginnings of Evil. | 
1. All that pretended Antiquity is but old Innovation, or 
Deviation from Primitive Rule; which Scripture ſhews, 
would be very early, 1 Tim. iv. 1. yea, that even in the 
| Apoſtles : Days the Myſtery of Iniqui began to ework, 
"2 Theſſ- 11. 7. 1 Foh. ii. 18. We muſt take heed of ſe- 
:ducing Spirits, how ancient ſoever they may be, 1 Fob. 
iv. 1. | * ; 
E © 3. Generally unſcriptural Rites can be traced to a much 
Reer Original then is pretended, as Men learned in An- 
. * - e . 8 tiquity 
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tiquity have ſhewn ; {till Truth is older than Error; at- 
Antiquity without Truth is but ancient Error; yea, 


it were found in Polycayp or [enatius ; or the Conftitu= 
tions that Mr. Whifton now boaſts to be Apoſtolical. _ 
became fond of Novelties very early, which others no, 
reverence as ancient Uſages ; and charge us wih No- 
1 > velty for our returning to Goſpel-Sumplicity. So Tſrael 3 
turn d quickly away from their G 0D, while Moſes wass 
but 40 Days in the Mount, Exod. xxxii. 9. but Moſes 
ground their Calf to Powder, tho Aaron had made it, 
and that of Gold: From the Beginning it was mot. | 


9. | a a 8 * "Fl 
4+ The Firſt-Fruits of Mens urging others to uſe theſs - 

ancient Rites, as Croſſes, Kneeling, Lent, 1 &c. were 
Offences, Contentions, Perſecutions, and Schiſms ; from 
all which, Chriſtians ſhould have learn d to ſtand more 
in awe of the Word, and be tender of Primitive Purity; 
and ſo pluck up the Roots of theſe Miſchiefs. Behold. 3 
how great a Matter a little Fire kindleth, as Fam. iii. 3. 
We muſt return the Charge of Novelty on our Accuſers, 
believing that better Antiquity is on our Side. 1 3, 

Q: How can that be, when far greater Numbers of bs 
Rulers are againſt your Way, even the Wiſe and 1b 
gay xs 2 have the beſt Advantages to know the Senſs © 
* o tiquity * | 
2 Cemal Chriſt was in the right, tho' the Rulers 
and the Learned in the Law were againſt Him, Job. viz 
3. and tho' the Samaritans pleaded Antiquity againſt 

the purer Fews, Fob. iv. 20. When Corruptions get int 
ſuch Credit, we can only bear our humble Teſtimony a? 
ainſt them, Iſa. viii. 11, 1 3 we therefore take up our 
Croſs, ang peaceably withdraw from ſuch Societies as 
will not remove Offences, and by Goſpel-Rules gather 
? ourſelves into other diſtinct Churches, under our p 
Paſtors, Cant. i. 7, 8. Rev. xviii. 4, There is indeed 
one Piece of very great Antiquity againſt us, viz, bs 
enforcing of humane Devices by worldly Penalties ; or 
roſecuting them that dare not comply. A Practice too 
like that in Gal. iv. 29. In that Cafe, we muſt fear G o 
and His Diſpleaſure rather then Men, and in obſerving 
His 8 90 H br muſt· commit all our worldly In- 
tereſts to His Pleature. FE 7 I 
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* 


hl nt Schilin ro ſeparate from 4 National Churc| | 

” eftabliſyd by Law, ani preſerving the Eſſentials of trut 4 

a 45 Sobiſm and Schiſmaticks ate the great Bugbear 

Words: But we ſeparating peaceably from ſuch a 

Chureh, for unſcriptufal Impoſitwns, are no more guil 

of Schilm, than the Proteſtants were in Coming out of ' "1 
| 


* . 5 4 | 4 : 2 1 0 © 
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A Fumilinr Enquiry. | 


* 


the Romiſh Babylon for other Corruptions 1 It 
wa their indiſpenſible Duty to Chriſt their Lord, and to 
ther own Souls to depart from a Communion fo ve 
pollared, tho' the Papiſts to this Day call it Damnable 
3 Let our Accuſers clear themſelves, and they 
n TV | 
5j. The Diſenters Caſe is not the ſame ; for the 
bfi, impoſe not ſuch Things as Papifts do. 
3 8 True ; not ſo many and grievous Corruptions ; 
but the Reaſons of their and our Impoſitions are much 
E Alike ; for if Men have Authority to enjoin the uſing of 
one unſeriptural Rite, they may ten of the ſame ſört; 
nad if we comply to practiſe one fuch Injunction, why 
not two, or twenty? But how then are we ſubject to 
Chriſt our King and Head? Or how ſhall we anſwer it 
to our great and jealous Go p? Some indeed ſay, they 
have a Latitude or Liberty to do what others dare not; 
but Rectitude or Straitneſs is the Mark of Go p's Way; 
for it is not broad, Matth. vii. 13, 14. Some take a Li- 
E berty, becauſe they love Eaſe and Peace more than Truth: 
They miſtake their Liberty, who ſtudy Conveniency, till 
they run in the Borders of Apoſtacy. We have hitherto 
contended for Purity of Ordinances, and caſting all that 
out of Gop's Temple whereby it is polluted ; others 
who fee not in the ſame Light, venture to call us Schiſ- 
maticks for preſſing forward without them in a good 
Work; but we plead Not Guilty, and - » =Iy to GO p: 
Hereſies and Schiſms are Works of the Fleſh, Rom. xvi. 
17,18. and its plain enough to any Perſons of Senſe and 
Candor, that no carnal or wortsfy Intereſt could byaſs 
= Us to chuſe the Way of Poverty and Contempt, 
Q. Bat you break the Peace and Unity of the Church; 
= and cveaken our Common Intereſt; and is not tbat 
A4. We cannot help Men's thus judging, who do not 
vonder wherein the Un;ty of the Church conſiſts, Eph. 
=. | IV. 3, 4. 
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A Familiar Enquiry. 3 i 

« 3, 4. elſe they might do much to reſtore it. If Pears '+ 

is broken, tis not we that do it, forr,ry 
1. If our Way is Separation, we cannot avoid it, 2 

the Impoſers might; we are bound in Conſcience, and 

by the Second Commandment, as we underſtand 1 5 


do what we do, for preſerying Purity of Worſhip; and 4 
we do it inoffenſively as we can; but we cannot keep to 

a Divine Rule, by continuing among them, who worlhip 

partly. by another Rule. 189 4 


2. Yet we agree with them, in more and greater 
Things than we differ about; and generally our Lives 
do not more diſhonour our Profeſhon ; and we pre- 
ſerve true Charity for them, who have little for us; 
therefore cannot condemn ourſelves of Schiſm, like 
that in 1 Cor. ili. 3, 4+ and it ſeems but equal, that 
Men ſhould ceaſe to burden our Conſciences with need- 
leſs Things, which if we durſt do, would make us no © 
better Chriſtians ; and if againſt our Coaſtiences, woulg 
certainly make us worſe, or Hypocrites indeed, Gal. 1. 
18. They can fafely yield that which we canaot ſafely © 3 
do; and yet excommunicate us for not doing: What .. 
Would they that we ſhould not wirthip G Op at all. 
rather than not do it in their ſuſpected Form ? Supely 1 
a Schiſm enſue, the Fault is not in us. . 2 
Q. What then, would you throw the Fault of the S&& * 
Paration on the Church ? * et Att Ta 1 | 
A. Be it fo, that our Adverſaries are to be call'd the 
Church, our Work is not to recriminate; would we-All 3 
be fubje& to Chriſt in His Word (which is the true 
Proteſtant Principle) and charitable to one another, the 
Schiſm would cea'e, if not the Separation alſo. We take 
the Ceremonies to be a dangerous Relique of Popery; 
others do not think ſo: They will practiſe them, we _ 
expect our Freedom to let them alone. The Rule in this 4 
Caſe 1s plain, Rom. xiv. 2, 3, 13, 15. there will ever be 
need of this Liberty, ſo long as.wiſe and good Mea 
ſee but in part: Chriſt has made nothing necellary to 
Communion, but that we obſerve His Commands, Matth. © ' 
XXViii. 20. and who ſhall alter His Eſtabliſhment? The 
Apoſtles in a ſolemn Aſſembly, held on this Occaſion, © ' i 
determin'd by the Holy Ghoſt to give no Countenangss 
> «to an impoſing Spirit, A#. xv. 10, 28. and pray let 
be well Bel that theſe Infallible Men decided h? 
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4 Queſtion only by Scripture, which fpake of Calling the 
Gentiles into the Church, but not 2 Word ot ip 
the Coreme nial Yoke on their Necks ; ſee Ver. 14, 1 1 
x6, 19, 24. God took down that Partition-Wall ; © 6 


ey caufe Separation, who fet it up atiew ? 
; Would you then have the Cauſe between Confortaiſts " 


not th 
un Non Conformiſts judg'# only by Scripture? | 
. Yes ; only by Fair Bcripture, where every poor 
Chriſtian may ſearch and know the Sentence, as it con- 
dern him. Some do really decline this Tribunal, and 
Would be judg'd by Ancient Fathers and Councils. This 
2 15 to lead plain Chriſtians into a Wood : They can read 
and underſtand plain Scripture, but can never turn over 
_ thoſe numerous Volumes, and if they could, yet it re- 
mains doubtful to this Day, which of the ancient Writi 
zre pure and genuine; later Men having been ſo ſelfiſh iy 
buſy and bold in Additions, Alterations, and all forts of 
| ries. | | | 
Q But do not you ſhun the Fudgment of thoſe who vg 
werreſt the Apoſtles, and beſt knew their Minds, becauſe 
tlie ave againſt you? 8 
H. No; not 10 neſther. We know what the Fathers I 
Variouſly write; and we know from Scripture as much 
of the Apoſtles Mmd and Practice, as Gop thought fit, 
for the conſtant Uſe of the Church; but what others ot 
the very next Ages wrote, is not of like Autherity: 
However, we doubt not, the pureſt Antiquity ſpeaks” for 
us, as the Learned Blondell, Calderwood, Gilleſpye, Clark- 
Jen have abundantly ſhewn, in the two main Points of 
Bp. ſcopacy and Liturgies; and more lately Sir Peter Xing 
and Mr. Lawdey. Some humane Ceremodies were indeed 
early receiv'd; but that was wy by ſane, and not im- 
. on any, till the Myſtery of Iniquity grew ftronger. 
Dorruptions foon crept into the Chriſtian Church, which 
do row work as old Leaven: Are they ever the better 
for being now grey- headed l or becauſe ſome Fathers re- 
Lord them? Or will any Man tell us, who made the 
Fathers our Judges ? Or allure us, what was their 
Judgment ? Is it poſſible for Men of Ingenuity to urge 
us with the Fathers, till they have better anſwer'd what 
% Monſieur Daillee, and Dr. Fames have publih'd of tg 
© _ Contraditions and 'Corruptions of the Fathers Give u 
den fincere Scripture of Divine Infpiration to end all 
* | | Queſtions ; 
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oltles were as the next, 2 — ſuffer 
gee: lojuries; by. worſe une we ſhould, all 
athers to be Interpret — tor us, 


would lead us into en viſions — n | 
5 e 


remains then A. that the 


neſſes of Fa their n Times; and, that we 


: ow When any can, produce to, us certain Reco 
ole k 


acts; but ſince we have little of that, it ans 


ere aur e to: the Law, an al d Tyfiomogy > 


that · is our eſt Way ; ; others n Nov W 
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VI. of OCCASIONAL COMPLIANCE, 


Q GINCE the Church may not think in decent 10 , 
to a. few. Inferiours, would: not the: D enters 


well to end the Diſpute, and cloſe the Nation's Mounds, off 


by yielding All in theſe indifferent Matten, as ſome have 
* already? 


4. Some have done ſo; F aud all of us will, ever do 


What we can far Peace, with a good Conſcienc: N 
muſt not do Evil, that Good may _ of n * 


may 


buy Gold, and Peace too dear r —— 1 S965 3 


are concern d far its Nee es 
of its preſent Danger by Diſc — 9 4 | 
have contributed all. we can, by 2 5 f 2 — 
reſtore Peace and Unity; but we muſt net provoke 
Go to pacify Men: In Civil Aﬀairs we act with our 


Neighbours to ſerve. the Publick ; and what. could we 
do. yore, if we did pray by a ſer Form, 0 or. bow; to the 


Or what Harm can the Publick ſuffer hy our aur 
the broadelt Way to e ng as we mind 


dhe High-Way ta Heaven, and hurt, ng 7 why: the Way! 

But as to Occaſional Conformity, we, ſay, _ 
i. Such Compliance having a Shew of Temper and _ 

Mederation, ſome Diſſenters ever ſince the 74 8 2085 — 0 


— d in 16625 did mm to ſhew their 
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e A Familia) Ein. 
Love that Way; and I ought not to judge their Liberty; 
or I am ſure, they were not then byaſs d Places of 
Honour or Profit, nor by Favour of great Churchmen, 
who hated them the more for it, wank, that they would 
_ wholly conform, and fo divide the Spoil ; I cenſure 
not theſe, Rom. xiv. 3, 13. 1 Cor. x. 29. | 
: 2. Others who dare not do fo, are as truly Catholick, + BU > 
Moderate, Humble, and Peaceable ; which even Bithop 
Ptillineſteet found in the different Anſwers to his Sermon 
of Miſchief, &c. for true Moderation is not a cold Neu- 


tram 77. | 
=. 35; "If Occaſional Joining in the Worſhip we chuſe not, 
bea true Teſt of Moderation, then truly the Conformiſts 
have no Moderation at all, who upon no Occaſions wou'd be 
ever join in our Scriptural Worſhip, tho' we do therein 
but what themſelves allow, and practiſe at Home, and 
many of our firſt Miniſters were ordain'd by Biſhops too. 
He is the true Catholick, who in Faith, Hope, and Love, 
holds Communion with all true Churches, becauſe he is 
baptiz'd by one Spirit into the one Body of Chriſt, tho 
: he dares not mingle himſelf in every Mode of Worſhip, 
5 which others may like, or think lawful, only he forbears 


4. It one may Judge by Effects, it ſeems, that Oc:a- 
fronal Conformity does no Body good, many have ventur'd« || < 


on it for Thirty Years paſt, to ſerve their Country in 
He > ROI and yet no Peace and Love are there- | 
: rel, 1. 1 
1. Zealous r are ſcandaliz'd at it, and count 
ſuch Men hypoeritical Time-Servers, and then clamour 
*againſt- all Drſenters as ſuch. AP di 0 
23. Stricter Diſſenters are grieved and offended. 
Zi: Some that write for that Practice, bitterly cenſure 
ſuch as dare not run their Length: So it makes new Di- 
viſions, but cures none; nay, we oft ſee, that from that 
lippery Step, Perſons forſake the my of Holineſs, and 
fllull into licentious Manners, and godly Order periſhes \ 
3 in their Families and Poſterny. Therefore, I wou'd, ( 
by the Grace of Go p, be more ſteadfaſt to my Scri- 1 
© . Ptural Principles, hoping others may judge charitably, * 
that I ſtand in Awe of Sinning, 2 Cor. x. 7. Gal. ii. 3, p 
'$, 12, 18. I go as near to conform, as wy preſent Light 1 
= allows me, T will go further, it ever my Conſcience | 4< 7 
3 | convinc'd 
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IJ Familiar Bi... 
' tonvinc'd that ſo I oughr;; 1 love, and honour e «i 
Men that are not ot my Way, or Sentiments. Now, 
What can an honeſt Man do more for Peace ? | 4 { 
Q. I perceive then, that all Diſſenters are mob of one * 
Mind aud Way jet? 12 
44̃. True, forthe beſt of us are but Men, and our Light 
1 F B imperfe&. But, ** 3 1 
1. We all agree as to the Inconveniency, and Miſchief * + 
Impaſit ions, and of mingling human Inventions in Re- 
ligion: They eat as a Canker, breed Formality and Di- 
ſtractions, pervert Mens Zeal, give Way to Antichriſtiaa 
Spirits and Deſigns, and commonly have been the Occa- 
— of deadly Perſecutions, from the Days of the Phariſees, ( 
even till now. 5 N My Wo 
2. Times of ſore Temptation have paſs'd over oy 2 
n 2 


| Diſſenters, and its no Wonder, if then ſome ſtrai 
their Principles, to 2 ſome Quiet in the World. 
| Did not almoſt all Conformiſts ſo in the Times before 
| the King's Return, tho' they. were urged by no ſuch Þ 
| Laws or Executions ; nor required to practiſe Things 
| ſuſpected, but only to forbear Things which they des- 
| . Clared indifferent and needleſs, r 2 
3. All the Primitive Chriſtians were not of one Judg- 
- ment in every Point, yet oblig d to mutual Forbearancg i 
in the ſame Communion, Rom. xiv. 2, 5 5 
a 4. All Conformiſts are not of one Mind, no, not in 
ö the very Matter of Conformity and [mpoſition ; nor ever 
were ſo ſince the Reformation, no, not in Convocations 
t of the Clergy: And we know * very far from 
agreeing in far greater Matters. Why then do theyx 
upbraid us with little Diverſities? So the Papiſts wou d i 
reproach the Proteſtants for Diſagreement, when them- 


d ſelves are divided ten Times more, and ſcarce agree ia 
. "BY 28 unleſs the Pope's Supremacy, it they do 
t In that. | | x 

1 5. Our Differences are leſs than many think, an 
8 were lately in a fair Way to be all compos'd, bnt the 
> Old Adverſary found ne Arts to irritate. And we - 
1 know well, ( ſo ſimple as we are) whoſe Intereſt it is 
5 to hinder dur Coalition, and by what Methods the7̃ 
. uſually do it. And do not the Conformiſts to this Day 
[ perceive the terrible and fatal Exaſperations fomented - 
7 < mong themſelves ? . 7 
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ky, if 4 
= 417 pradtſe more brotherly Love, whe is; 
rldly Affections and Intereſts, and an injudicious Re- 


- vyerence, for Old Uſages. It remains, therefore, that we 


— — 


1 more Light and Una 
we more put o 


4 * 


F. They, and we ſhall gain more 


pray, and wait for that bleſſed Day, and ceale to bite 
one another, leſt we be devour'd one of another. We 


Y ee very well, to what Height of Bigottry Men 


row in 
their Projects to obtrude perte and perpetual Gonfor- 
ity. It may deſerve a Remark, that now. our very 
Breath is reckon'd ſo noxious, that any one that comes 
is ſhunn'd as a peſtilent Fellow, and 
not counted worthy td ſerve his Generation in the great- 
eſt Neceſſity, tho' a diffemblin Dei „or an. infamous 


3 '- Pebauchee may be truſted. It the'e Things be of Go p, 


they may ſtand : Our Times are in G o y's Hands, an 


it He hath Pleaſure in us, He will return. and ſhew us 


ö His Ark and Habitation. We hope, our Brethren will 


2 955 Popery, ſince we are all rejected, as u 
itherto we did what we could, and were not importu- 
mate with Men for more Securities to our Churches. Let 


now make good their Boaſt, what a Bulwark al e 
Eels. 


chers e fat Paſtures, if we may have our 
Chriſtian Liberty, to worſhip Gop in that Way where 
we nud His Bleſſing; but let untimely Contention 
ceaſe; for the Canaanite dwells yet in the Land, and 


Hiunibal is ut the Gates. | . 
To coaclude this Enquiry : Let us all remember, That 


A he Rule of G-o b N orſhip ts fixed in His Mrd; from 


little; and that which comparatively is ſo, may be of 


which we may not depart in Matters great or ſmall; he 


is the Chriſtian that follows Chriſt fully, whatever it 


colt him, Rev. xiv. 45: Gal. vi. 16. we muſt do no 
lictle Sin willingly, for any Gain, for indeed no Sin is 


4 3 Coafequence ; all great Evils in the Church had 


mall Beginnings ; but While they are yet ſmall, our 
Fidelity ro Chriſt will be the more evident in retufing 
them, and the Tryal of-our Love and Zea] the greater. 


He eis exactly faithful, Who is faithful even in'a v 
f thoſe 
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Iittle, Luk. xix. 17. Let us not make light o 
Things in Religion which yet may not be of the Eſſence 
of it; leſt we. dath en that Rock as ſome did in the 


Times of prevailing Arianiſm ; the Matter in Diſpute 1 
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was really great, but expreſs'd in Words that differ 4 
little; Homo- ouſios from Homoi - onſios, and the WV ar 
Folk of that Time would not hazard all their worldly 
Comforts, pr. p er duas vocales ; juſt like them who now 
ſay, tis but Circam/tantials we make a ſtir about, pt 43 
thoſe are not of Weight enough to bear them ont in 
Suffering, tho? they think they would ſuffer the utmoſt, i 
rather than renounce the Faith, or ſtoop to an Idol: X 
may be ſo; Gor grant, it prove (0 in the Day f 
Tryal ; but what hikk they of Daniel's Prudence, who 
would not, to ſave, Life, forbear to open his Window, 
nor be content to pray .only in ſecret in that evil Tune, 
Dan. vi. 10. He that will be undefiled in a Day of Tem/ 
ptation, muſt be arm'd with like Reſolution. But be» 
cauſe we cannot all be perſuaded alike in theſe Things, "i 
let us not bite. ond devour one another, leſt aue be devour'd | 
one of another, Gal. v. 15. Rom. xv. 5, 6. Now the | 
Go ö of Patience and. Conſolation grant you to be. like: 
minded one towards another accord ng to Chriſt Jeſus, 
(that is, give you the Grace of, Un'ty and Charity) 

that ye may with one Mind, and one Mouth, glorify 
8 o D, even the Father of our Lord Feſus Chrij's 

” - AMEN, | wo 997 $8 
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Q. H A D not Diſſenters better forbear theſe Pleas 4 


and Enquiries, ſesing it awakens the. adverſe | 

22 | 7 Powers to New Meaſur Ss, to binder the perpe- 4 
tuatin of what. they call Schilin 8 „ 2 27% $1 11:91 we 
A. t. Its but little and ſeldom, that we: ſpeak in, our 
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Cauſe, being often urg'd thereto ; yet, whether we - 
ſpeak or keep ſilence, we are ure to be blam CCC. 
2. Branding our Way as Schiſm makes us, no more 
Schiſmaticks than before, ſo there needs no new Apology, |} 
after ſo many and great Men have acquitted us?; We 
ever did, and ſhall do our utmoſt againſt finful Jepara- 
tion, and to promote Chriſtian Concord, tho* we are 
daily leſs invited to Coalition with them who manifeſt *f 
ſo little Charity for us, or prefer Gallican Popery before; * 
„ . our Way. Da. i _”” 


3. If af any time our Accuſers ſhould fall upon Me- 
E - thods more inhumane, to cruſh our Principles, we ſhall 
fear them the leſs, as we know, they are ſelf-condemn'd 
in perſecuting : Of all other Men, a Proteſtant Perfe- 
cutor is moſt abſurd ; and, ſince no Experience cures that 
Folly, who knows, but the common Enemy muſt teach 
us better Senſe? How can ſuch Madmen eſcape the Fate 
© ovf their Predeceſſors in Fury? . | 
4. As to the Event we are ſecure, that Truth is always 
the ſtrongeſt Side, tho' it be fallen in the Streets; if our 
Work and Counſel be of Men, it will come to nought, 
and ſo let it; but if it be of Go p, none can overthr 
it, Ack. v. 38, 39. no Weapon form'd againſt Sion ſh 
— long; and Feruſalem will ever be a burdenfome 
Stone, to all that burden themſelves with her. Not we 
only, but the whole Proteſtant Intereſt is low; yet, we 
doubt not, it ſhall revive and ariſe: Chriſt's Witneſſes 
do overcome by Suffering, Rev. xii. 11. we have born, 
and muſt. bear Contradiction; but we ſhall have David's 
- Comfort, that [niquity is not in our Hand; we have done 
nothing to Men, to foxfeit the good Character that was 
lately allow*d us, by all forts; nor will ever join 
Hands with the Enemies of- our Nation ; and while we 
hold faſt our Integrity, the Will of the Lord be done. In 
His Time, He will plead our Cauſe; and when He ſhall 
t pour out His Spirit in more Light and Love, even our 
Oppoſers may become our Advocates and Friends, as 
Paul was to the Chriſtians, Gal. 1. 23. If all we were 
ſilent in our Graves, Go D will not want a Succeſſion 
A N to any my — we 1 | 
Q. May you not juſtly ſuſpect from late Motions, that 
6860 jad you and 25 e K * 
A. 1. That cannot be fairly argu'd, from Mens judging 
or treating us; we may be ſmall and deſpiſed, yet for- 
= get not God's Statutes, Pal. cxix. 141, 130. | 
| © 2, But before our Go D we and our Reproachers muſt 
both own, that our Backllidings are many, having little 
= aniwer'd the proper Ends of our common Salvation by a 
Glorious Revolution. ; | | | 
* © 3. When none of our Friends are thought worthy to 
ſerve their Generation in Schools, and other Truſts, we 
| will bear the Lord's Rebuke, and put our Mouth in the 
. "Duſt, it ſo be, there may be Hope, Lam. iii. for Jo 
- 5-9 YI, | * | 
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more reduc'd and villify' d, and in that Caſe we reck 
that, as always, the mixt Multitude will drop off, into 


the broad Way of Safety and Eaſe. This is no News 5.3 
but in all Tryals, a Remnant will be preſerv'd, who will 
better examine and retain good Principles, and Go will » 


turn to the People of a pure Lip, Zepb. iii. 9, 18, 20. 


4+ If any among us are ſo infatuated as to be implaca- 
ble to us, and never think their Church fate ; While 
there be any that think, it needs to be farther reform d, 
fad wil) our Cafe be for a Time; and we commit it t 


Him that judgeth righteouſly. When wwe fall, we ſhall Þ} 


"ariſe, Amos viii. 9. 


Q. Do you think, that in theſe Circumſtances Diſſenters-. 3 
are ſtill oblig'd to en rut their Families in ther , 
Way? And ſo prejudice them 175 the Eſtabliſu d May; ö q 


whereby there will be no End of this Separation? 


A. 1. Certainly Diſſenters can never be oblig d, to train 


their Poſterity to a Way, which themſelves condemn, and 


believe that G Oo D doth not approve ; that would be hor- 4 


rid Hypocriſy. 


2. We are more oblig'd to preſerve our Way, thag 


others can be to deſtroy it; which they can never do, 


nnleſs they could ſuppreſs the Bible too; by the Reading 
whereof, moſt have come over to us; and no Wit — [ 
Man can prevent this; no, not tho' by Fren h Dragoou- - 
ing our Children were put under Tuition of the Monks: 


Look but into France at this Day, and conſider the Stor 


of Father Ogeſnell, and ſee. how fruitleſs is all their {| 


Barbarity on the new Canverts ; the molt that can come 


from ſo brutiſh Ar.s, would be but to raiſe a. Brood, of 


Fanizaries. 


3. So far as our Way is God's, and no farther, -W W 


believe that Gop will preſerve it, or raite it from thz 


Dead, when the invidious Names of D:ſenters or Noncon- 
forma ſt may ceaſe, with the Occaſions thereof; as Will 
that Name Proteſtant, when Popery ſhall be abolih'd; 
which. is the Thing they now proteſt againſt. 


D 3 


, - ry 
Lord will not caſt off for ever; and to ſubvert a Man 
in His Cauſe, the Lord .approveth not; we mult retire, 8 
and double our Care of our own Houſes, truſting that 
therein Gon will accept our Endeayours, that all ours ma; 
know and ſerve Hun as Children of Light. . We. Ks be 

on, 


8 4 
— * 
- PS. + 5 
— * 1 
4 U 
= a”) 
Py 1 P ” D : , * 
vo : 3 _ 
. S 1 
a f 8 5 
2 * a» 3 -.- "I 
* * I \ * R 


1 
I 
2 
I 


; 5 . — — 
a 4 


3 
_ _ > 5 «+ 8 
> W? 
4 A *** * 3 
4 * 84 * 
AA 


— 


: \ \ Ps. * % . 
- - F< 3 4. 
© N p . 
- 


- 5 = 2 a A, think you, ſoould or «vill this Way 
f * agate, 2 > n a ba x | 
* EOnly by che fame Means as Religion itſelf ever 
and ſurviv'd ; when the Ne of Chriſt pre- 
a againft old Paganiſm, it was by the Sword of His 

= Mouth :* His Weapons were but Miniſterial, and Mighty 


q 


CK: 


E” #bro* GOD : He did not litt up His Voice, nor make 


= 2 wrangling Noiſe in the Streets, Iſa. xlit. 2. True Re- 
E ligion is never ſerv'd by the Wrath of Man; Gop makes 
= Hi Word run, and be glorify'd; and when thereb 
Cbriſt is lifted up; He draws all Men to Him, Joh. xi, 
32. As for us, we have but two Things to do in this 
© Service. 1. To adorn our Profeſſion by all Fidelity to 
© Gop and Man. 2. To till up our Relations with Duty, 
as Scripture directs; that is, Miniſters muſt declare the 
Whole Counfel of Gop, and compel Sinners to come 
into Chriſt, by proclaiming his Salvation, and the Terms 
thereof; and Chriſtian Parents muſt ſanctify their Hou- 
= holds to Go p, as Holy Abraham, Fob, and Foſhua 
E did; inſtructing them in the Works, and Word, and 
= Worſhip of G op, Gen. xviii. 19. 7 xxiv. 15. Jeb 
I. 5. Pfal. ci. 2, 3. Let Parents . aithful to pay their 
Vos at Home; and Paſtors act in the Spirit of Chriſt 
in particular Churches, perſuading their Hearers to ho- 
noür and follow Jeſus the chief Shepherd in all Things; 
let Societies of laudable Diſciples be form'd by the Rule 
the Word, not the Canons of Men; let only Of- 
Fcers of Chriſt's Appointment be over His Houſe, and 
© their Rule be only Paſtoral, by applying the Word to 
the Conſciences ot Men, and there is no Fear but Reli- 
gion would ſubſiſt and make its Way in the World, 
al. cx. 2, 3. This is all we would do to preſerve our 
Way; and if this will not do, let it die: This Courſe 
the Apoſtles took to Plane Chriftianiey ; and Chriſt's 
Kingdom never grew by other Compulſion. 


o ſeem to nouriſh 4 ſanguine Expectation, that 


i that ? 


ene Time or other, this Nation will be of your Mind, tho 
wow ſo many fall from you; and what a ſilly Conceit 

4. 1. If 1 wiſh that Men ſhould embrace what I think 
4 5 Truth, St. Paul did lo, Aﬀ. XXVI. 29. | 
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2+. Greater Changes, and more unlikely- have: "MT 


2s in Chriltianizing Fews and Pagans,. and recovering 
G ov's People out of the Romiſp grand Apoſtacy,.. '- 5 = 


> 3. In other Reform'd Nations our very Sentiments haye 
for the main been receiv'd, and ſome even of our firlt 
Reformers were for the ſame; and in the North of this 
y Illand, they reform'd after our Mode. 
Q. Now I find what you would be at ; a coercive Na- 
tional Church, as in Scotland; and then we ſhall be 6 
better than now, in a not ber Form, or Polity. | N {47 O56 
A. 1. Not ſo neither; its granted, that vain Man ie. 
fond of his own Thoughts, and of Power to ſpread them 
tho* very apt to abuſe that Power to ore others. 4 
2. But ſure the World has paid fo dear tor its impoſin 3 
Humour (which Chriſtians were led into, in the Papal 7 
Degeneracy ). that it may be reaſonably hoped, that all 
diſintereſted Perſons, Diſſenters, and others, would pre- 
ſerve to all Men a true Liberty of Conſcience, which 
our Law aſſerts to be the Doctrine and Principle of the 
Church of England: May I never ſee any Party arm'd © 


pe — 
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with Power to intringe it. NV ONT. 5. 
5 $: Diſſenters Notions of Church-Diſcipline will never Y 
ſuffer them to compel any into their Communion, . as o- 
thers have done by their Teſts: Worthy Chriſtians will 
ſeek Holy Communion as a Privilege; and in that Caſe, 
all the Need of Power would rather be to keep back the: 
Unworthy from intruding, that Holy Things be not pro- 
faned ; and in that Caſe too, there is no need of a Secu 
lar Arm, unleſs it be to protect quiet 1 from 
rude Diſturbers; for the Majeſty of the Word preach'd” 
would ordinarily ſeparate the Precious from the Vile © 
and by that, the Lord will purge his Floor, Act. v. 13. 

Q. Who can truſt you in this? For when your Party 
bad Power, you did perſecute the Epiſcopalians bere, and 
2 in New- England to Death? We 

JI. As to the old Epiſcopalians, what they ſuffer d 

was in a Time ot Confuſion and War, very much occa- 
fion'd by themſelves ; no wonder, if Reſentments were 
then keen and unwarrantable, yet few or none were de- 
priv'd purely as ſuch, bur tor other ow : 5 

2. The two Quakers ( not to inſiſt on their Blaſpbe- 
my, which none can pretend Conſcience for) ſuffer'd 3 
* meerly as Evil-Doers, and incorrigible Troublers of that 
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infant State, which divers Times ſent them carefully a- 
© way, as dangerous Incendiaries, and was very flow to 
do any more; but was forc'd to that Severity for its own 
Peace. And yet neither will I juſtify the Fact, nor do 
I find their Succeſſors excuſe it; why then muſt we all 
| be reproach'd for that? We know no Set of Men in; 
© Proſperity, but have abus d a coercive Power; and for 
all the Clamours Abroad, I believe there never was a 
E National Church, that carry'd with more Temper and 
Moderation to its Troublers, than the preſent Church of 
” Scotland to the Epiſcopalians there; comprehending, all 
| that are Tolerable and Loyal, and injuring none of 

the reft. 3 | I ITT a 

In fine, fince the Church of England now diſclaims 
- Perſecution, let them allow us to do ſo too, and return 
no more to that miſchievous Folly. Let no Church hence- 
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Dtäecrees; and let no State impoſe on the Liberties of any 
particular Church. The Magiſtrate has more agreeable 
And honourable Uſe of his Power in and for the Com- 
j munity, than drudging to the Paſlions of the Clergy. 
Let Religion ſtand and grow by its own Powers, the 
Powers of the World to come; and the Profeſſors of it 
” be favour'd with Protection and Peace, while they walk y 
in all Godlineſs and Honeſty, notwithſtanding their dif- 
fering Modes or Opinions. Let all the Noiſe of Axes 
and Hammers ceaſe from the Houſe of Gop. The 
Terrors of this World are only apt to propagate Anti- 
chriſtianiſm; but did never ſerve true Religion. Its 
Time for all Parties to learn more of the Miſdom from 
above, which is both pure and peaceable , and till we do 
ſo, whatever we talk of Chriſtianity and Reformation, 
Strangers that look on, will never take us for a Commu: 


nion of Saints. 
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forth ſolicite the Civil Power to be Executioner of its 


* 


"BOOKS 5 wind. 7 9 — yo 225 Jour © 4 
| Crank, 4 the Bible and Crown, is the 
Old-Change, near S.. Paul's. 


M R. Poole's Annotations on the Bible, toro Volumes 
in Folio. 


The Miniſterial Office : Wherein the Importance, Dil 
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| Ficulty, Nature and Neceſſity of that Office are confi der d. ; 


Being two Sermons, one at the Ordination of Mr. B. Gra- 
venor; the other at the Ordination of Mr. S. Wright. By 
Daniel Williams, D. D. Alſo Mr. Gravenor's, and Mr. 
one 5e Confeſſions of Faith, deliver d at their Ordina- 
4 0 

h*s Tranſlation. A 8 germon u the fud- 
40 eath of Dr. Nebemiab Grew, late Fellow of tie 

ind Gb of Phyſicians, With a ſhort Account of his Life Wo 
aracter. By John Shower, 800 · Price 3 44. 


The tevo following, by the nan Dr. Calamy. * jp 1 
.. Comfort and Counſel to Proteſtant Diſſenters; in two o 

| — preaeb'd at Salter's-Hall, on May 20. and. 
Jowe 7 1712. The ſecond Edition, Bow: Price 6 . 
The Prudence of the Serpent, and the Innocence of 


ih the Dove: A Sermon preach d 'at Exon, May 6. 1213. 


Before a numerous Aſlembly of the Dillenring Miniſte 
of Foie and Cornwwal. © The ſecond e vb. Frice 
* * 


The two following, by the Reverend Mr. Nb, 


. A Review of che Caſe of Litu ies, and cheir lat 
does In Anſwer to Mr. Bennet ok Prayer, 8. 
2. A Letter to Mr. men in Defence of 
Review, & c. vo. Price 8 4. Cos Fs 


The Herick OChriftian. A Sermon on Pſal. cxxii. 9% 
Preach'd in Bartholomew-Cloſe, Fan. 25 I713--I4 BY 3 
Thomas Freke, 890. Price 4 4. 


- The ve following, by-the Loe 117 Gravenor. - 


' 1, A Sermon preach'd* at Crosb y-Square, Nov. 5 . þ 
In Commemoration of our Deliverance from Popery ad 


Slavery, d Price 3 d. = 
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. The Temper of Feſus towards his Enemies, and is 
= Grace to the Chief of Sinners; in his commanding the 
3. A Funeral Sermon occaſion d by the Death of Mrs. 
Mary Franklyn; with an Account of her Life, and Suf- 
feriags for Nonconformity, 8 vo. Price 6 ]. 
= _ 4-- The Burning of London by the Papiſts.;. or, a Me- 
I . ” Pr.teſtants on the ſecond of September, dus. 
ß. Fi Sermon 4 5 at the Charity School in Gravel- 
Lane, Southwark, Fan. 1. 1714. 800. Price 4 4. 


* The eight following, by the Reverend Mr. Wright. 


1. A Funeral Sermon occalion'd'by the Death of Mr. 
Caleb Head ; with an Account of his Converſion, and 


— 
— 
$4 


33 early Piety ; taken : from his own Manuſcripts... 
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fourth Edition, 8 vo. Price 6 . 
a 2. A Sermon at the Evening Lecture in St. Thomas's, 
_ Southwark, upon Occaſion of his leaving it, 8 vo. Price 


3. A Funeral Sermon, upon the ſudden and much la- 
mented Death of Dr. Francis Upion, who died Sept. 4. 

1711. The fourth Edition, 800. Price 3 ]. 
4. A Sermon preach'd at Black- Fryars, to a Society of * of 
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young Men, Jan. 1. 1712. 800. Price A . Le 
1 X J., To be every where ſpoken againſt, at firſt the Caſe a 
of che Chriſtians themſelves, and now of the Proteſtant 
= Diſenters. Confider'd in two Sermons, preach'd on A&, 
XXviii. 22. The ſecond Edition, 8vo. Price 3 4. 
6. Of fergetting the wondel ful Works of God. A Sermon | 1 
preach d on Nov. 5. 1712. 890." Price 3 4. | I 
7. Seaſonable Advice, not 10 forſa ke the Publick Aſ> . h 
femblies for Religious Worſhip. In a Sermon preach'd to a 1 
| Society of young Men, Jan. 1. 1714. 80. Price 4 d. 2 
Y 8. The miſchievous * of Publick Strife and 1. 
1 teh en preach'd on the 31½ of Fan. 1714 8. 
* . rice 4 4 f r * by - 5 : | b 0 8 N 
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pr. ws Letter to a Diſſenting Pariſbioner conſi- p. 
= der'd. WMperein the Principles of the Diſſenters com- b 


© monly call'd Presbyterians, are ſtated and vindicated, | P. 
ems Barker. zus. Price (dd. Y 7 
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m 105 „ ene F. Reynolds.” 
1. An ay I of a Confirmi "Catech ens 
ps, the Reaſons of the Chriſtian. Reli ion, = 
to the b 8 I 2005. . 7 Abe d 

price 4 d. 21% 6 d. a Dozen. 7 
" $6 Za 4 * or. a F canceraing OY 
Zeal,, 9896 . 415 


1 1 $4 * 4 
. 


Te three lewis; 1 the Lewis Mr. W 
1. The real Chriſtian, or ſincere _ * deſcrib'd, 

in a Diſcou * from Pſal. exix. 113. 

2. An Otdination Sermon, .preach'd : at Chicheſter, 
Jane 9./1706--7.| Wherein the: Notion: of Ordination is 

ated,: popular Pretences are . briefly refuted, and the 
Power -ot Presbyters to i, is modeſtly vindicated, 
8%. Price 6 l. 

A Sermon preach'd to 2 Congregation of Deen 
on Jan. N Being the Anniverſary of the Mur- 
ther of Charles the Firſt, Wherein the Guilt of 

that Fact 1 8 airly repreſented; the Innocent are clear'd; 
and the Cauſes of thoſe calamitous Times are, from the 
OP celebrated Hiſtorians, truly: diſcover'd, 8vy. Price 6 


17 #260 following, by the Robes Mr: Grove, 


1. The Regulation of Diverdons, deſign'd princip pally 
o for the Beuefit of young Perſons, 8v0. Price 6 d. 
2. The Duty of Peaceableneſs explain'd and enforc d. In 
a Sermon preac'd March zo. 1712. On Roms. x11, 3G «A 
Price 3 d. | 
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The Renizins of the Reverend *© ames s Forbes M. oth 

late Miniſter of the Goſpel in Glouceſter. Containing 

| 1. His dying Thoughts. 2. The Sum of the laſt Sermo 
= he preach'd before the Miniſters of his Count ly Fune 19. 
1711. 3. His ſhort Counſel to Youth. - To Which E 
added his Funeral Sermon, preach'd at Glouceſter, June 3. "i 
1712. By F. N. 8vo. Price 1 4. 1 
Thie Lite of the Reverend Mr. Geo. Trofſe; 7 
of the Goſpel in Exon, who died Fan. 111171 524: in 

the 82d Year of his Age. Written by himſelf, 

publiſh'd according to his Order. To Which is ded, 


the Sermon os ae a at us Funeral. By FH 
Price 1 5. 6 
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Price 4 d. ; . 

A Defence of _ —_ = . 3 - Anas, 

ehtifts, &c, In Anſwer to Mr. Reed's Reply. By Hu- 
Wat „ $90, Price 6 ]. bag : 
An Account of the Life and Writings of John Locke, 
Eſq; the Memoirs for which were chiefly communicated 
by the Earl of Shaftsbury, and My Lady Maſham. The 
third Edition. To which is added, A remarkable Clauſe 
out of his Will relating to his Burial ; and his Character 
by Mr. Lawton, Fol. Price 1 s. ey. 2 
*Remarks on the Letter to the Diſſenters. By a Church* 
Man. The ſecond Edition, 890. Price 4 d. 

A Letter from a Layman, in Communion with the 
Church of England, tho* Diſſenting from her in ſome 
Points; to the Right Reverend the Lord Biſhop of . 
Upon Occaſion of the Bill for preventing the Growth of 
Schiſm. The ſecond Edition, corrected and enlarg'd ; 
with a Poſtſcript, ſhewing how far this Bill is inconſiſtent 
with the Act of Toleration , and the other Laws of this 
Realm, 4to. Price 6 d. ' 
, A Sermon preach'd at Taunton, in the County of Se- 
mierſet, May 19. 1714. Before an Aſſembly of Miniſters. 
| Publiſh'd at their Requeſt. By John Bowden, 3 vo. 
Price- 4 d. | $ 
F _. God the Hope, and the Saviour of His People; apply'd 
do the Caſe of Proteftant Diſſenters : In a Sermon preach'd 
EF. At a ſolemn Faſt, June 2. 1714. On Occaſion of the 
Bill, for preventing the Growth of Schiſm, &c. By 
2 Maultby, Miniſter in Sudbury, in Suffolk, 8 vo- 

ice 4 d. | | : 
A Plea for the Nonconformiſts ; ſhewing the true 
State of their Caſe, c. By Thomas De Laune, 80. | 


"= Price . 18 | 
__ Palms, Hymns, and Spiritual Songs. By the late 
Reverend Mr. Daniel Burgeſſe, 12ves. — 

The Miſchief of Impoſitions. By Mr. Al/op, 4to. 
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